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beiio yTpo, M comHIle, kKapkoe, OMBIBAJIO CBETOM SIPKO-
3en€Hblil Jiec. 1[BeThl caMblX pa3HbIX OTTEHKOB PACLBETAIU
Cpely KyCTOB M TBIIIHOM JHCTBBI, MEX T€M Kak BETep eje
OIIYTHMO TIPOJIETATl MUMO, YCITaXKaast TCHU IEPEBHEB...

Ha manenbkoii mossiHke rofyoble IIBEThI — KaK 03epiia Mpo-
XJIaJ(l — paccerBaIy BOKPYT ceOs MPO3pPauHbIE apOMATHI.

«/lobpoe yTpo...»,
— CKazaJyia MaJieHbKasi 0a004Ka ¥ MATKO OIyCTHJIACh Ha €T0
OOJIBIIINE JICTIECTKH.

«...Jlobpoe yTpo», — oTBeTHII IBEeTOK. HenpuBbIuHbIii K Ta-
KOMY BEXJIMBOMY 00palleHHI0, OH POOKO MPUOTKPBLIT COHHbIE
nasa.

«MO>XKHO MHE TIOITUTh HEMHOXKKO?)»

OH He oTBeTHJ, HO 0abouKa ’KaJHO CKJIOHWJIACH HAJ €ro
JparolieHHou cepAueBruHON. OHa TOJNBKO YTO POAUIACH, OJI-
HAKO Ka3aJi0Ch, OyITO MIMEHHO 3TOT HEKTap AT e JKU3Hb...

OHa HEHACHITHO BTSHYJIA HECKOJIBKO Kameib U coOpajach
yJeTaTh.

«Cnacubo», — ckasana oHa royoomy 1etky. Ho oH onsith
He oTBeTWI. JIuib yBHEN, Kak oHa o0JjeTena BOKPYT HETo,

HEMHOXKO ITourpaja ¢ BETpOM, a 3aTEM UCUC3JIa C ITOJIAHKH.

OH 3aKpbL1 [1a3a.



«MOXXHO MHE ITOIUTH HEMHOMXKKO?»

— THXO CHpOCHJIa MaJieHbKas 0abodka y 0enoro mBeTka,
pOCILIEro TaM, y KOpHEW CTaporo aepena.

«Bupgure 11, MHE TaK XOUETCS IMHTh...)»

On Huyero He ckaszai. [IpoTsHyn BBepx cBOil cTeOenék u
OIYCTHJI IOHMKE OelTble JIEMeCTKHU. 3eMJIsl HcTodana emg co-
XPaHHBIIYIOCS HOYHYIO POCY, a FOJIOCA IITHII CIIBIIIAINCE B/Ia-
JIeKe, BILIOTh JIO CaMbIX JIECHBIX OKpPaKH.

...CKJIOHMBIIKCH YTOOBI MOMUTH, OHA PACKUHYNIA HAJ HUM
CBOM MAJICHbKUE KPBUIBIIIKH, ¥ TOT/Ia CBET MPOHUK CKBO3b UX
royOu3HY...

OHa uckana HeKTap 3eMJIM, KaK BBICOXIIAS 3eMJIS KaXKIET
TOXKIA. ..

«41 Buzen cronbkux 6abovek, — OEbIi IBETOK MPOIICTITA
camoMy ceOe HeBpa3yMHUTEJbHbIE CI0Ba... — Kaxkercs, Oyaro
BCE TEPSIOT CBOM I[BETA...»

«...He60 — u To TEMHEET.»

Manenbkast 6abouka ymuBwiack. OHa He MOIJIa, HE 3Ha-
Ja, 9To cka3arh. OHa OCTaHOBWJIACK. YBHJENA, Kak € roiy-
0ast TEHb KOJIBIIIETCS — CJIOBHO 00JIa4YKO — Ha 0EJIOCHEKHBIX
JIeTIeCTKaxX... 3aTeM mapy pa3 pacKpblia M 3aKpblia KPbLIbS U
MOJTYAJIMBO CKOJIB3HYJIA MO BETPY.

...OHa nomHsANach BBICOKO, UYTh BBIIIC BCCCHHETO JICCA. n
II0Ka OHa OoCTaBaJlaCb TaM, e€ cMex Pa3HOCHIICA HAJl BEPXYII-
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KaMH JepeBbeB. Jl0 CErofH;IIHEro yTpa OHa OblIa 3aKIH04EH-
HOM B CBOEM TECHOM KOKOHE. A €Il paHbIle — IIPOKOPINBOU
I'YCEHMLIEH Ha JIUCTBAX KyCTOB...

Jleras cpeay TOHKUX BETOK, OHA JyMmaja, CKOJIbKUM OHa
OblJ1a B caMOM JieJie 00s13aHa JByM CBOUM KPBLIbSM.

...XOTs OHa U ycrena 3a0bITh MHOTO€, HO TOYHO MOMHHJIA,
KaKMMU BBICOKAMH Ka3aJIUCh €d KOTZNA-TO CTBOJBI JAECPEBLEB
BOKpyr He€. Kakumu HenoCTynmHbIMH OBUIM MX BEpPXYILKH.
HacTomnbko, 4TO OHa IOYTU HUKOIZA HE 000padynBanach, 4To-
OBl TOCMOTPETH HA HUX.

Jlaxxe cTeOnu BETOB Ka3aIUCh €1 OTPOMHBIMHL...

Ho Bc€, uTO OHa mepekuiia paHblle, yKe Kazalioch 103a-
ObIThIM. Tenepb OHa BKyIlIaja, TOUHO B TEPBBIH pa3, KpacoTy
*u3HHU. [Ipoxiany TpaBsl.

U temio BeToK...

Tonpko cimoBa Geyoro mMBeTKa BEPTEIHCh C CaMOT0 yTpa y
Heé€ B rosose. [{o Tex mop noka He HaCTyNuJia HOYb...

37O MpaB/a, YTO OHA MOKa eIlé He BCTpeTHa Apyrux 6ado-
yek. Ho m3maBHa, ckojIbKO OHa ceOs TIOMHMIIA, BCE OHU Kaza-
JINCH €11 OTMHAKOBBIMH.

«JloOpslii Beuepy,
— BEXXJIMBO CKa3aJla OHA 30JIOTUCTOMY L[BETKY U OIyCTH-
J1ach HA HETO.

«TbI TaKkoM CTpaHHBIIY», — YIBIOHYIACh OHA EMY...
«ComnHILie 3aX0UT, HO ThI TOX0X Ha COJIHIIE, CBETALIEE BEU-
HO.»



«...Kak Oyaro Thl ynain ¢ cepequHbl Heba...»

CoJHIIEBHIHBIN [TBETOK PACTEPSHHO ITOMICBEIIIII JTyYHCThI-
MU JICTIECTKAMH.

...Byyun oHUM M3 MHOXECTBA KENTHIX 1[BETKOB, OH HH-
KaK HE OXKHMJIaJ YCJIBIIIATh YTO-TO MOA00HOE. A TojsHa, Ha
KOTOPO¥ OH HAXOJHJICS, BEPOSTHO, ObLIA ITOJTHA TAKUX KeE, KaK
oH, BeTkoB. Ho OH HHMYero He cka3ai, n0o MajeHbKas 0a004-
Ka Ka3ajxach TaKOM paoCTHOW OTTOTO, YTO HAIILIA €To...

OH numib yBHIEN, Kak OHa o0neTesa BOKPYT HEro, CIIOBHO
MaJIeHbKHUI rosy0o oroHEk. ConHIle yracayio 3a ropamu; B
JIeCy BHOBb PacIIBETAJIO CUSHIE MpaKa...

OH BeXJIMBO J1all €l KOCHYThCS 0apXaTHOTO Kpyra B CBOCH
cepeluHe.

PackpbITh HaJi HUM MPO3PAYHBIC KPBUTbS U THXO 3aKPHITh
m1asa.

«A TBL.. — IPOLIENTAaJ] OH, XOTS OHA yXe He ciylaia, —
YbH KPbUIbS TPENELIYT, HO BBIIEPKUBAIOT BETED...»

«TBou 1BeTa, TEMIBIE. ..

TBowu 1BeTa Temiee, YeM U3BEYHBIN L[BET HebA.»

Emé€ Henponroe BpeMs OH CMOTPEII, KaK OHA paCIpOCTUPAET
CBOU CHBI Ha €r0 HEXHBIX JienecTkax. OH ollyiai, Kak oHa
MIPUKACAETCS K €ro TEJNy CBOMM MaJIEHbKUM TenblieM. M 3aTem
3aKpbL1, OAHOBPEMEHHO C HEIO, CBOM IJ1a3a.

OI[HO N3 MaJICHBKHX FOJ'I}’6BIX Heoec OTAOXHYJIO — yCTaB-
mec — B Ty HOYb, HA JIy4aX OAHOI0 U3 COJIHII.
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E I

[1leGeTanne NTHI] CIIOBHO TPHU3IBAIIO ICHb TIPUNTH K HUM.

[Toka OH — KaK-TO HEOXOTHO M HECMEJIO — HE OTKIIMKHYJIICS
Ha WX 30B; HadaJl MOJHUMAThCS, BcE Oosiee u Ooiee mpekpac-
HbIiA... OH 0/IeBaJICS SIPKMMU [[BETAMU U PACCTHIIAT CBOH CHSI-
TOIIVE JIYYH 110 MaJICHBKOM JIONMHE.

Bwmecte ¢ HEM cHsilo BCE, YTO MOTIIO BCTPETHUTHCS Ha €ro
yTH.

T'onmy6as 6abouka MO3JHO MPOCHYJIACh HA CBOEM 30JI0TOM
I[BETKE.

OH 3xe, OTKpBIB IV1a3a, BCTpETWIICS ¢ €€ B3mmaoM... O6a
OHH Ka3aJIUCh TITyOOKO OLIETICHEBIIMMU OT MPOIIEANIEH HOUH.

Ho oH nepBbIM Haén B cede keaHue 3aroBOpUTh.

«...TebGe Ob1I0 OBI JydIle CHAaTh B pacIlieNHAX JIePEBLEB,
— THXO CKa3aJsl oH ¢ii. — Houp Bcernma Oonee jkecToka, Korja
paccTUIaeTCs Ha JIECHBIX MOJISTHAX.»

«MU e€ Bnara morna ObI HOBPEIUTH TBOH TOTyObIE IIBETA...»

Marnenbkas 6abouka emeé 10 KOHIla He TpocHyaack. CBer
3apy MOCTENIEHHO YCUJIMBAJICS, U BETEP BHICYIIMBAJ €€ OTChHI-
peBire Kppuibsa. Ho €€ ManeHbKoe Tenple B TOT Yac HyX/a-
JIOCh B COJTHIIC HAMHOTO OOJIBIIIE.

...OHa onsTh nMogHsIach B HEOO, oUTpaa BOIMU3HU €ro, OT-
Beyas Ha ero TEMIbIE JTaCKH, Iepe]l TEM KaK CHOBA OMYCTUTHCS
Ha OOJBIION LBETOK.

12
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«MHuUJIBIH OBETOK... — OTBETHJIA OHA HA €T0 CJI0BA, KOTOPbIC
He 3a0bL1a, — cracu6o Tebe... Ho Mou 11BeTa /i MeHsI HU4ero
He 3Hayar... Korna g 6bu1a emmé rycenuniei, ABa mpocThIX Kpbl-
7a ObUTH MOEH eIMHCTBEHHOW MEUTOIO; JIBA MPOCTHIX KPbLJIA,
4TOOBI OKa3aThCsl HABEPXY XOTA ObI HA OHO MIHOBEHHE...»

JleHb yxe M0-HaCTOoAIIeMYy HaJajcs, CO BCEMH €ro Kpacka-
mu 1 3anaxamu. Craquaiiniee Onaroyxanue 6apXaTHOTO LIBET-
Ka PaclpoCTPaHUIOCh BOKPYT.

Ona onrytrina ero. CKIOHMIACh BHYTPb LIBETKA U BKYCHJIA
€ro NPOXJIQJHbIA HEKTap.

«...Munasg manenpkas 6abouka, — ycIblllana OHa €ro Ja-
CKOBBIE CJIOBA, — ThI €IIE CIUIIKOM Majia, YTOObI 3HATh...»

«Bo3moxHO, 17151 TeOs OHM HUYEro He 3HayaT, HO MHp BO-
KpyT Te0si MOXKET BUJIETh TOJIBKO IIBETA.

Tax uro Geperu ux...»

Eit Heuero Obuto Bo3paszuTh emy. CoNHIIE CBETHIIO Haj
HuMu. OcBerano e€ romyobie BeTa. Ero sxénteie nenectku u
30JI0TO€ CEepALIE.

«51 Oymy MOMHUTB TEOS...»

— moobemntana ona emy. OH yiabIOHYICS... «Jlec craumKkoM
BEJIMK», — TOJIBKO W CKa3aj OH €H.

«A IBETOK — TaK Mal...»

«Jletu.»

«..Jletn...»
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OHa B nocieaHuil pa3 pacrnaxHyna KpbUibsi, Kacasch €ro.
3arem ynerena.

OH cMoTper1, Kak OHA MEJJIEHHO YAlISeTCs, OCTaBasICh IM0-
3aau. «Twl 3a0yzenib MeH4. ..
...Ho MHe He BaXHO...»

...MaseHbKas JI0JHMHA 3aKaHYMBAIAch KPyTOH BO3BBIIICH-
HocThI0. OHa monerena Tyna. JIume 3atem, 4ToObI CHOBA yBU-
JeTh TPOCTHPAOLIHIACS TIOBCIoAy Jiec. Kyma Ob1 oHa HE Opo-
CHJIa B3MVISA, 3€JIEHBIN KOBEP YCTHIIAN BCE BOKPYT.

Koe-rnie oH OTKpBIBAJICS KPOIICUHBIMH MOJITHKAMH, MECTa-
MH TIOKpPBIBaJ MHUPHBIE XOJMBI, & HHOTIA MpephIBajcs HEHa-
JIOJITO BEICOKAUMH CEPOBATBIMH YTECAMHU.

JIefcTBUTENBHO, JIeC OBLI TaK BEJHK...

A 6abouka — Tak Mana.

bnusuics monneHs, Korga OHa JOCTHIVIA XPYCTaJIbHOM
PEKH.

[Iym, c KOTOpBIM peka OMbIBajla CBOM KAMEHUCThIE Oepera,
pacxoauiicsi 6ecnpenaTCTBeHHO. BHauane onryTumeIid, 3aTeMm
nan€Kuil — 1OKa HAKOHEI] He HaYMHAJ IOXOIUTh Ha OyeHoe
BOCIIOMHHAHHUE... IMEHHO OH MOCTENEeHHO NPUBIEK K HEM Oa-
00uKy.

14
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Torna ona yBuzena, 4to pexa Bcé Bpems yoeraer...

«Kyna Tbl HampaBisielbesa?» — CIpOCUIIa OHa, JeTas HaJl
HEIO0.

Ho y peku, no-BuauMomy, He ObIJIO HACTPOSHHUS IS J0JI-
THX pa3roBopoB. «He 3Hato», — oTBETHUIIA OHA.
U nponomxkuina cBoé 6ecrpepbIBHOE TEUCHHE.

babouka HactrauBana. OHa rmocieioBasa 3a pekoi, yabIoHy-
Jack ei, M IpenprHsIA eIE OTHY HOTIBITKY.

«...OTO KaKeTcs CTpaHHbIM, MUJIas JKypyalias peka...

Tol Tak ciemmmIb, HO HE 3HACHIb KyJIa...»

B srtoT pa3z peka mpuocTaHOBWIACh, YTO OBUIO BEChbMa
CTPaHHO.

Bo3moxHO, OHa maxe paccepauwiach HeMHoro. Ha e€ Ha-
CTOMYUBBIE BOIPOCHL. Ha mogo3purebHblii cMex.

«Hukro He 3HaeT, Kya OH HalpaBIIETCA», — CKa3ajla OHa
3areM, BEPOSATHO CEPHE3HO.

«...Tbl 3HAeb?»

Marnenbkas 6abouka Huuero He ckazana. OHa JUIIb TPO-
JoJKana Moiya jetats. Ho 3acMyianach OTToro, 4To paHb-
e He TMoAyMaa... ITo JOKHO ObLIO cTarh el ypokom! He
CIIpalIMBarh, He 3Has oTBeTa. Ho Toraa, 3auem crpammBarh?

«fl... — crana poOKko ompaBibIBaThCsl OHA. — S poamnach
coBceM HenaBHO. Kyna Obl 51 HU moseTena, 9T0 B EPBBIN pas.
Ho 181, Takas GosnbInas, JOHKHO OBITh, HAMPABIISCIIHCS Ky/Ia-
TO Y>K€ MHOTO JIET.»
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Tenepr Obuta ouepenb peku mpomonyarb. Kaszamoch, uto
OHa pelImMIach — Mociae HEKOTOPBIX pa3lyMuil — MOIyMaThb
Oonee cepbE3HO...

Ona Hauana pa3nBurarh Oepera, moka HE OKaszajgach CIO-
KOWHO TEKYIIEH 10 ITyOOKOMY OTKPBITOMY MECTY.

Omna noBopaumBaia B oqHy cropony. [loBopaunBana B apy-
TyIO0.

Mensa cBoM 1[BETA.

Ho B xoHIIe KOHIIOB CHOBA OTBETHJIA ‘HE 3HAIO .

«EnuHCTBEHHOE, YTO I MOMHIO, — MPOIOJDKAA OHA, — ITO
YTO s Havaja rae-To B ropax. M to cmyTHO.

A 0 TOM, KyJa S HampaBJsIOCh, sl 3HAIO TOJIBKO, YTO Tam
XOpO1IO...»

«ITouemy?»

«...Ho... moTOMY 4TO 51 HUKOT/Ia HE TEKY BCIIATH!» — BHE3all-
HO OTBETHUJIA OHA CMEACH, U CHOBA HavaJla cBOH Oer, eHsCh Ha
KPYTOM CITyCKE.

Manenbkas 6a004Ka TOXKE 3aCMesIach, U €€ CMeX HallOMH-
HaJl )KypYaHUe CaMOM PEKH.

«Kakas TbI HEOOBIKHOBEHHAs!» — CKa3aja OHa TOT/a, M Kak
OynTo 3a0bu1a 000 BCEM OCTAIBHOM.

«ThI yKpalaenib JIeC CBOUM KPACHUBBIM IIBETOM.)

«Y MeHs HeT BCTAa, — OTBCTUJIA PCKA. — OH MHE HE HY-
KCH...»

16
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— Ho...

— Sl npuHMMalo LBET MH000r0, KTO CKIOHSAETCS Ha0 MHOM.
U gacto nmero nBeT Heoa.

«Ho 4r0 HEWCTBUTENBHO YKpAIIAaeT MEHsA, TaK 3TO MOE
nBuxeHune.» «...Iloatomy s Bc€ Bpems yoeraro», — nodaBuna
OHa...

«namm...»

babouka He ycmena HUYETo cKa3arh... bepera cyxanuch, 1
peKka MmovyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ TeJIO CKOJIB3UT MEXKIYy HUMH BCE
obicTpee u ObicTpee. OHa 00BHIIA, KaK BETEP, KAMHH, BO3BBI-
IIABIIUECS BHYTPH He€, coOpaia BETOYKH M OTIaBIIHE JICTICCT-
KM, ITOKa B KOHIIC KOHIIOB HE JIOCTHUIIIA, HArPYXECHHAs Tojiap-
KaMH, MaJICHHKOT'O BOJIOIIa/Ia.

«/lericTBUTETEHOY,

— TpoJieneTana MajieHbkas 0abouka, BUIs, Kak peka rnaja-
€T, TOHKasi ¥ Mpo3pavyHas, u npeaaércsi 3By4aHUI0 THIIUHBI,
niepe]] TeM KakK, yCIOKOMBIIKCH, BHOBh HA4aTh CBOE OOPMO-
TaHUeE.

Omna OblIa Tak paja, 9To MOCIIeI0BaNa 3a OOJBIION PEKOIL...
U kazanock, 4To peka ToXKE pajoBaiaCh TOMY, YTO MaJICHbKAs
0abouka cocTaBuia eif kommanuio. Ha THXOM CKIIOHE, Ha K-
POKOM OTKPBITOM MECTE, IIPH CYKEHHHU U Y MaJICHBKOTO BOJIO-
naga. [Jlo cuxX mop Bce CMOTPEIH JIUIIb Ha OJWH TIOBOPOT €€

pycina.

«Mumnas rony6as 6abouka... — HaKOHeIl peka yIbIOHynach
€l B OTBET, — CKaku MHE... ThI K MpaB/a Xouelllb y3HATh JIeC?»
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«I[a», — [IpomeciTala Ta.

«Torma netu croga...»
«Bnayvane Tbl 1OJIKHA y3HATH YTO-TO JApyroe... U 370... 10,
MOTY TIOKa3aTh TeO€, TOIBKO 51.»

bb11 00BIYHBIN IEHB, KK U BCE JIHU )KU3HU JIeca... 3ByUaHHe
PEKM TapMOHUYHO OKYTHIBAJIO MOJTYAHKE BETBEH, M MX HETIOA-
BIDKHOCTB BCET/Ia COITPOBOXKAANIA €€ BIAXHYIO KpacoTy, enié
Oonee mpuyMHOXKas e€.

OHa mpuTsAHyNIa Ha CBOKO CEPEMHY 3EJIEHBIN JIUCT, yIaB-
muil ¢ onHoro u3 OeperoB. E€ Boibl cTany 0e3MATEKHBIMY;
Kak Oy/To 3aMHpan...

«Jletn CroJa...» — CKa3aJia OHa CHOBa.

babouka HHM3KO TOpXHYNa HaJ HEK, a 3aTeM OCTOPOXKHO
OIMYCTWJIACh HA MOJTY3aTOHYBIINH JHCT.

«He 0Ootics, — cka3ana el peka... — Bee, kTo mpubmmkaror-
Cs KO MHE, OOSITCSI, HO ThI HE 00¥Csl OBITH PSIIOM CO MHOTO.)»

«1 He 0or0CH», — 0TO3BaIach OabOUYKa.
«Termepsb MOCMOTPH BIIIyOb MEHSL... CKaXH MHE, 4TO ThI BH-

IIAIIb...)

Manenbkast 6ab0uka HAaKJIOHWJIACh BOEPEN: «S BIKY...»
Ho ona Hnuero He Bunena.

OHa HaKJIOHMIIACH €II€ HIDKE U CHOBA IOILITAJIACh.

«1 BUKY...» — CKa3ajia OHAa HEPEUIUTEIBHO...

18
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Peka Bcé Ooiee pacmirpAaiIaCb, MEJjicjia, HO OI'POMHBIC IIC-
PCBbA CKPBIBAJIN € KaMEHHOE pycJio. Onu PpaciIaCTbIBaJIN
Haa HCKO CBOU COTHYBIIMECA TCJId, U Ka3aJlOCh, YTO MHOXC-
CTBO BETOK U OCCUMCIICHHEIC JIUCThS CTAHOBHIIUCH BCE ryme
uryme. HOKa, HAKOHCII, COJIHIIC HC CIIPATAJIOCh HCHAIO0JII0, U
6GCHB6TH3.§I PCKa HC Uc4c3jia B MUPC TEHEH.

HeoxunganHo BCE MOKa3anoCh CTPAHHBIM. ..

Huyro He M3MEHMIIOCH, HO M HE OCTAIOCh TAKUM, KaK IIpe-
xnae. Kak Oyaro mpixaHue cBeKeCTH paclpOCTPaHUIOCh BO-
KpyT, TEMHO-3€/IEHBIN LIBET OKPACHII CBETIIBIC JINCThA, SIpKue
IIBETHI OBICTPO MOAEPHYIMCh TYMAaHOM Ha 3E€MIISIHBIX Oepe-
rax...

JIHO peKy MOTYCKHENO, U MaJeHbKHE ToyOble Kpblibs Oa-
OO0YKM BHE3AITHO TIOTEMHEINH, 00peTs OoJee TEMIbIe TOHA.

...OHa He pelIach 3aroBOPUTH; XOTS BOIBI TEKIIH CIIOKOM-
HO, KaK 1 IPEKJIC, BHYTPU HAX BHIPHCOBBIBAIMCH TAKUE OUYCP-
TaHUsI, KaK HUKOT/IA PaHbIIe... JINCThs U BETKU OyATO CKOJIB3-
wn B Tyoune Bon. Kycouku HeOa, 3axErmmch, magan Ha
HUX CBepXy. M Ka3anoch, 4TO TOTY3aTOHYBIIHH JIUCT TOXE
MTHOBEHHO TIOTPY3HJICS B BOLY.

Tam — B cTOpOHE OT BCEX — CJIOBHO MPEIABIINCH TCICHHIO
pEKH, MEIJICHHO... MEUICHHO MyTEeNIeCTBOBa A KaKasi-To ro-
nmybast 6abouka.

«...51 BIXKy cebs», — cKazasa OHa HaKOHEIl.

Cronbko BpEMCHU OHA B CaMOM JCJIC AyMaJia, YTO 3HACT,
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HO TEreph OHAa B MEPBBIA pa3 OMIyIaia, YTO BHIUT TOJIBKO
YaCTUYKHU ceOsl.

B cBoeit ManeHbKOH peke, BCKOpe T0CiIe HEMOTO BOIONA I,
OHa BH/ICJIA TIOJTHBIC 0YEPTAHMS CBOUX KPBLIbEB; MATKHUE, CIIO-
KOMHBIC, KaK OUepPTaHUs BUCAIIUX JIUCTHEB B Jecy. [ankue,
KaK MPO3pavHbIC BOJIBI PEKH.

...E€ Manenbkoe Tenbie. Kak oHO M3MEHUIIOCH € TEX MOp...
Teneps oHO He ObUTO HU TSHKENBIM. HU HEMTOBOPOTIUBBIM. ..
Temepp oHO OBUTO TaKWM JETKUM, IBIIIAIIAM U PACCEKaI0-
LIUM BETED.

Hoxxku ObIIIM TOHKUMH M JUIMHHBIMU; €1Ba KacalOIUMHMCS
PAaCKpBIBIIMXCS JIETIECTKOB.

W nBoe ycHKOB, HIEBEIMBIIMXCS HA IPAHULIAX €€ MUpPA; HE
npekpaiias U He 3Has ycranoctu. Crops, HE COIalasch U
MHOT/Ia MOCMEUBASICh MEXy CO0O0M; pa3iuyasch U B TO XKe
BpPEMSI COEIMHSASACH B CAMOM MX OCHOBaHHH.

Haxonen, romyOusna e€ KpbuibeB. TeX, 4TO YyKpallaid
OnaroyxaHHbIC LIBEThI, & HBIHE THXO CKOJIB3WIIH 110 IIHPOKON
peke... OHE MoT4Ya BABIXAMH €€ HEUCCIKAEMYIO CBEKECTh, U
BHYTPb HEE TEIJIO MPOJIMBAIIHM CBOIO BO3AYLIHYIO KPACOTY.

OHu ckpbiBasM TIyOOKO BHYTpU cebst uctoputo seca. U
paccenBay MOBCIOMY BOKPYT ce0s, CBeueHHe Heoa. ..

«Cnacu60 Tebe», — cka3zaa menoToM MajcHbKas 0abouka.
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...BOKpyr HUX BHE3aIHO CTYCTHBIIHUICS JIEC HEMIPECTaHHO
OKYTHIBAJ KX CBOUM TCHHCTBIM IOJTYMPAKOM...

JIuie cioMaHHBIE BETKH, OpOIIEHHBIE OECTIOMOIIHO, 00-
Pa30BBIBAIIM TPEIIMHBI HA MOBEPXHOCTH BOjbI. 1 craiika Oa-
0ouek Hemoman€xy, Kaxaas MpeaaBIIuch CBOEMY MOJTYAHUIO,
CIIOBHO BHJICHHE T'OHSIMCH JPYT 3a IPYrOM M INPSATAIKCh B
PACKPBITHIX [[BETKAX.

...Kazanoch, Oy/ITO JIUCT TAHYJCS K HUM.

OH oTmanuicst OT CepeauHbI PEKH M MSITKO KOCHYICS e
Ommkaiimero Gepera.

«...Tebe cmacubo... — orBeTmsia TéMHas peka. — babouku
TaK KPacHBBI, KOT/IA JICTAIOT.»

«Jletu xe... Hu pasy He ocTaHaBNIUBAACE...»

«JleTn Temeph K HUMY», — MOMPOCHUIIA OHA €€...

babouka nogHsnack B HeOo. BenopxHyna Hajl pekoi B 1o-
CIIEITHUN pa3.

«Tenepp s 3HAI0, Ky[a Thl HANpPABIACIIBCH...» — MPOCTO
CKa3aja OHa, Iepe]] TeM KakK yJEeTeTh HaBCer/a.

«Kyna?» — rpycTHO cripocuiia peka.

«...Tyna xe, kyna u ...»

JIucT CKOJMB3HYN Ha3ajl, BHOBb 110 TCYCHHIO PEKH... a OHA
cTajia OOHOM W3 MHOXeCTBa 0a00UeEK.
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Ona Bujiena, Kak OHH JIETAJIU PSIIOM C HElO.

Kpacussie.

Hacromnbko, 9T0 HUKTO HE MOT BooOpa3uTh cede. OHHU CBe-
THJIHCh, HETPOHYThIE TEHSAMH BOKpYr HHX. Xpymkue. Ha-
CTOJIbKO, YTO HUKTO HE MOT OblI 3aMeTHTh. Kpblibs TOHYAil-
IMe; U B JKe OHA OIYTHIIA BETEP, PACCEUBAEMBIN HMH.

OpHu eTany B OJMHOYECTBE KOHIIEHTPHUUECKIUMU KPYTaMHu.
Hpyrue, coOpaBIInch BMeCTe, 00pa30BbIBAIN YIVIbl CTPAaHHON
¢dopmbl. Hexotopsie pasnmensiich Ha OCHOBAaHUM IIBETA...
KpacHsie oOnaka, TpeneraBuiye Ipy JI0OOM WX IBWKCHUU.

benbie TymMaHHOCTH, pacCTHJIABILIMECS, a 3aT€M COOMpaB-
muecst B 00JbIIKE IIaph.

Hu omna 13 HUX He 3aMeTHia €€ MaeHbKUX KPBUIBEB; BCE
OBLTH yBJIEYEHbI CBOUMU COOCTBEHHBIMH KPBLIBSIMH.

W Hu omHa He oOparwia BHUMaHHS Ha €€ ToNyOble I[BETa.
Tam 6b110 Tak MHOTO TOTYOBIX 6a00OUEK.

OpHa U3 HUX 103Bana e€, YTOObI I0Yy4acTBOBATh B KAKOH-TO
HOoBo# urpe. Ho Manenpkas 6aboyka Oblia Tak CMyIIEHA, 9TO
He oTBeTWIa. Y Korjga oHa omycTHIIach Ha M3SILIHBIN [IBETOK,
Kakas-To Jpyras ronybas 6abouka ormycTHiIach psaoM C HElo.

«JloOpo moxanoBarh», — cKazajia OHa eil.
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Ta He oTBeTuina cpasy... [IBe 6a00uku, HeMoAANEKY, IeTaln
JPYT BOKPYT OPY’KKU U B3MbIBaJIU BCE BbIIIE, 00pasys CTOI-
OWK, TOMHUMABIIHIACS B HE0O... 3aTeM OHU PacCTalUCh, YTO-
ObI OISATH BCTPETUTHCS M HAYATh CHAvasa.

«BBI BCe Tak KpacwBBI...» — OTBETHJIA OHA HAKOHETI.
«BbI ykpaiaere MUp CBOUM JBIKCHUEM.)»

«OcraHbcs ¢ HaMu, — TpUrIacuia e€ apyras 06abouka. —
VMeHue eTaTb caMo 1o cede HU4ero He 3HAYMT. .
Me1 HayunM Te0s, KaK JIETaTh.»

Marnenbkas 6abo4ka MoIyBCTBOBAIA CEOST KAK-TO HEYOOHO
OT 3THX CJIOB, cama He 3Has nodemy. CIIOBHO MOJyMpaK BO-
Kpyr Hed BHe3amHO yToMul e€... M 3t 6ab0ouku ¢ uX OmHO-
00pa3HBIM JIETAHUEM, CIIOBHO YCBHIIUIIIN €€ M 3aCTaBJIIIN 3a-
ObIBaTh.

«MHe o4eHb KalJlb, — OTBCTHJIA OHA BCXKIIMBO, — HO 6OIOCL,

MHE HYKHO YITH... MHE HY’KHO Y3Harh Jiec.»

«Tebe Hewero y3HaBaTh B Jiecy, — CKasayia ei apyras Oa-
Oouka. — Tam Tonpko 3amagHu. OCTaHbCS C HAMH, roxyoOast
6abouka... OcTaHbCsI C HAMH, ¥ ThI Oy/IeIIb )KUTh BEYHO...»

Ho manenpkas 6abo4ka He ocTanach JOCTYIIATh 10 KOHIIA.
Omna nmoGnarogapuna e€ emé pa3 u B3JIETeNa BBICOKO, BBIIIC
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T'YCTBIX KPOH.

OcTaBIIKCH 10331 Ha U3AIIHOM IIBETKE, OJHA M3 0adouek
npeaaBaniach TTyOOKOMY HW3rH0y BOJTHOOOpPA3HOTO MOJIETA.
«MBI U €CTh BECh JICC», — JIMIIb TPOIICNTAja OHa.

«Bce k10 y3HAIOT HaIll MU, K HaM OJIHAXK/Ibl BO3BPAIIAIOT-
CSL»

Omna ocrassiia mo3aau cedst Ty 9acThb sieca. Ocrapisia mo-
3aau ce0s MHOTOIIBETHBIE TIONISTHBI. Pocime psijgamu KycTsl U
B3/ILIMABIIINECS BBEPX JIEPEBbSL.

Ona nopxayia BOKpYT' UX TOHKHX CTBOJIOB U 3aT€M YyJeTa-
na... Ha MrHoBeHne kacanacp UX, NEpe] TEM Kak CHOBa pac-
MaxXHYTh KPbUIbS HA BETPY.

Omna paccmarpuBana neuiepbl, BCTpEYaBIIMECS Ha €€ MyTH.

Cnyckanach, 4ToOBbl OTIOXHYTh, Ha TOKPBHITYIO 3€JIE€HBIO
3eMJIIO.

...ComHIe MCHAJIOCh, 3aX0/Jis1 Ha TOPHU30HTC, U oOmaka Tak-
KE MCHAJIMCh BMCCTC C HUM...

Omna uckana 1MCTBY, KOTOpOoii ewmé He Buaena. [Iponomxkana
NPU3EMJIISITHCS Ha OJaroyXarouye 1BeThI.

...T€MHas cuHeBa paccTuianach no Hedy, ¥ 1Mo e€ MajeHb-
KUM KpbUIbIIKaM. J[eHb yracai, HO B TO BpeMs KaK BCE BEIU
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BOKpPYT HeE TCpAIIN CBOH IBCT, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCC OHU ABJIATIHU
TCTICPb CBOU CKPBITBHIC OUCPTAHUA.

[lepen Hel, Ha MaJeHBKOW MOJSHKE, MOYTU MOCPEIUHE,
OJIMHOKOE JICPEBO TOPI0 B3JBIMAJIO CBOW TEMHBIH CHITYIT.

Ho B 06muke ToTo IepeBa ObLTO HEYTO HEOOBITHOE. ..

Heudto Takoe, 4ero oHa J10 CHX MOpP HE OIIyINaJia B JPYTUX
JICPEBbIX.

...Ero KopHHM pacniacTeIBaIMCh BOKPYT HETO,  3aTEM MSATKO
NOTPYKaJMCh B 3eMJIt0. Ero ToHKHME BeTKH, HA00OPOT, MeI-
JICHHO TIOJIHUMAITUCh K HEOY.

Ho Hu mUCThS, HY IIBETHI HE YKPAIIaJH €ro.

Cyxoe, MOTYaIMBOE U HEKOJIIEOMMOE — HEYMECTHOE B Be-
CEHHEM JIECY — ATO JIEPEBO OBLIO CIIOBHO HEKHBBIM.

U emé ctpanHee ObLIO TO, YTO OHO Kak OyITO HUKOI/A HE
JKUIIO...

['omy6as 6abouka mojierena K Hemy.

Tam, re TyckIiblid cBET BCE emié 03apsil ero, CTBOJ JepeBa
TIOKa3bIBAJI, CKOJIBKO BPEMEH rojia OHO TIEPEHECIO; OBITh MO-
*ker, Bce. KTo 3HaeT, ckonbko ené eMy CyKIeHo ObLIo mepe-
HECTH...

«Mwurnoe nepeBo, — JIACKOBO CIPOCHJIA OHA €ro, — YTO C
TOOOM CITYIHIOCH?»

Ho 3acoxmee 1epeBo He OTBETHUIIO.
...JleHb Tepsics, ycTynas MecTo Mpaky HOYH...
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«Mwuioe 1epeBoy, — MOMPOCUIIa OHA CHOBA.
«IloroBopu co MHOM...»

Ona o0neTena BOKPYT €ro CTHUBILETO CTBOJIA.

Ha uvém oHa Buzena pyOIpI BpeMeHu. Yieaiuie 3uMbl oec-
NPUYMHHO OCTABIJIM Ha JAE€peBe CBOU cienpl... I BecHa, KoTo-
PYIO OHO MCKaJlo, HABEPHO, TaK HUKOTJIA U HE TIOSBUIIACH.

babouka He crana nepecnpamuBars. OHa MOHsIA, YTO 3TO
JEpEeBO HU € KeM OonbliIe He cTano Obl pa3roBapuBaTh.

OHa ToNBKO HE MOHsJIA, KaK OHO elé aepxkanoch. OT4yero
BETpPHI U OypH €Il He BHIPBAIIU €r0 ¢ KOPHEM.

U xak ero cTBOI €1 CKphIBAJ BHYTPH ce0s CTOJIBKO TeIlIa.

«MwuJioe nepeBo», — cKkasajia OHa €My B TIOCJICIHHH pas3.
«Mmuoe JepeBo, HaCTaHEeT JICHb, KOT/J[a BCE MOH I[BETa 3a-
CHUSAIOT U1 TE€OS.»

Ona emé pa3 obnerena BOKPYT HETO.
Cobupasch MpoBeCTH HOYb PSAIOM C HUM.
W ynerets ¢ mpuxonoMm 3apu...
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JlyHa mosiBMJIach, B BUJIE MOJyMECsIIa, YTOOBI COCTaBHUTh
M koMmnanuio. OHa MomIsAAena yKpaakod CKBO3b OOnaka u
3aTeM OCBETHUJIa OJIETHBIM CBETOM CYXHE BETKH.

Marnenbkas 6abouka Bckope 3a0buiach BMecTe ¢ Heto. OHa
yBHJIENA, KaK € KPbUIbS MEPIAIOT MPU KAKIOM €€ TBHKCHHH.
Kak GornbIroe nepeBo ofeBaeTcs cepedpom.

U xax mMup BOKpYyT He€ poOKO CBETHT, CBUBAS TIOKPOB JJIS
yCTaJION 3€MJIH.

3Bé3ILBI BCIIOMHMIIM CBOM TaWHBLIC MEUTHI U CHOBA Hayaju
CHATH Ha Kpasax Bcenennoit. Monmuanue BCPHYJIOCH Ty/id, OT-
KyZla HUKOTIa HEC YXOAUJI0, 1 COH HAKOHCII 00BSIT MBICITH JIeCa.

...Bpems yxxe Hacraro.

CrnumkoM 3aTsSHyB CBOM TOJET, OHA JIOMDKHA ObLIa IIe-TO
TPUKJIOHUTH CBOE MajeHbKoe Tenbile. OHa MpuOIM3UIach K
OJIHOW W3 MHOXKECTBA BETOK. CHMU3MIIACH, YTOOBI OIYCTUTHCS
Ha He€... U yxxe mouTu npuKocHynach K He, Kak BPYT OLLy-
THJIA, YTO KaKas-TO CHJIa MEIIAET €.

Ona He cpa3y MoHsJIa, YTO MPoU301uI0. TONBKO MOTyBCTBO-
BaJIa, YTO HE MOXKET MPUOITM3UTHCS K BETKE.

Eii 5T0 MoKa3anoch, WM B CAMOM JIEJIE YTO-TO YACPKHBAIIO
e€ B Bo3yxe?

OHa BCTpsIXHYJa CBOMMH MAJICHBKUMH KPBUIBIIIIKAMH!
TemnHoTa Obuta moBctogy BOKpyr He€. OHAa OCTaHOBWIIACH.
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[Tomerranace cHoBa. Ho B camoM zere, yero em€ oHa »xjana?
HeBuaumebie HUTH omyTanu e€ Msarkoe tenbue... OHU CxKuMa-
JMCH BOKPYT HE€ TpH KaxIoM e€ aBmkeHud. M OpIcTpo moii-
MaJIi B 3aMajiHio, 00a e€ Kpblia.

Oma cTana coBepIIeHHO HEMOABUKHOM.
Huxoro He 6bu10 psimom. M oHa HUYEro He MOTIIa CAemaTh.
[Tox momyocBemEHHOM JTyHOM OHA OCTaBaJIaCh OJHA...

‘Tebe Hewero y3HaBaTh B JieCy’, — BCIOMHMJIA OHA TOI/a
CIIOBa Kakoil-To 0abouku, KOTOpble He mociymaia... ‘Tam
TOJBKO 3armajHu.’

U B TO e MIHOBEHHE OHA II0YyBCTBOBAJIA TOITYOK.

Ot Hero e€ Tenblie Ka4anoch BBEpX-BHU3, KaK OT BHE3AITHO

YCHUJIMBABLICTOCSA BETPA. Yro-TO XOJHJIO I10 TCM HUTSAM. N yem
OBl OHO HHU 6I>IJ'IO, OHO CIICIIHO HAIIPaBJIAJIOCH B eé CTOPOHY.

B HepBBIﬁ pa3, MaJICHbKasA 0abouka HcyrajlacCb TaK CHJIb-
HO.
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CTpaHHOE CYIIECTBO CTOSAJIO HAIIPOTUB HEE.

Ero Horum nerxo maranm tam, TJe OHA HE MOIVIA JTaXKe CTO-
a1b. Ero urypa, BeposiTHO KpyTvias, OYTH TIOJIHOCTBIO TEPS-
jlach B TOM HOYH.

Tonbko ma3a ero cBeTHIUCH u3naneka. M ero oTKpwIThIN
pOT Tenepb YETKO BUAHEINCS, HECMOTPS HA TEMHOTY.

K cyacTpio, moOIM30CTH KTO-TO OBII.
Marnenskas 6abouka, yIsIOHYTaCh ¢ 0ONIeryeHneM!

«[Tomorn MHe, moXkanyicTa...» — cKazaia OHa, BUIS Kak
OHO TprONIIKaeTcs Bc€ OoblIIe.
«...5] 3amyTanach B 9THX CETSIX.»

CyliiecTBO OCTaHOBWIIOCh. 3aT€M CAENano Liar Hasal.
Crerka CKJIOHHJIO TOJIOBY HaOOK, M CHOBAa 3acCThLIO HEMO[-
BUKHO.

«ITomoru MHe, OXKaIyncTay,
— MSTKO TIOBTOpHMIIa MaJieHbkas 6abouka.
«41 He ymigaena v nonauach B 3TH HUTH...»

Bouapunocs momuanue. Hekotopoe Bpemsi o6oum ObL1O

31



Hedero ckazarb. Kazanock, 4T0 HOYHOE CYIIECTBO ObLIO B He-
noymeHuH... Ero masa kak OynTo cMOTpENH B €€ CTOPOHY, HO
€ro MBICIH ObLIH 0OpPAILEHBI K YEMY-TO JIPYTOMY.

Hakonenl 0HO HalIO CI0Ba U MTHOBEHME, YTOOBI 3ar0BO-
PHUTB.

CnoBHO 3T0 ObLIO BEMKOE PELIECHHUE.

«OTKYJIa Thbl, MaJICHbKasa 0abouka?» — CIIpOCHUIIO OHO TH-
XHUM I'0OJIOCOM.

«U3 neca...»

CrpaHHOE CyIIecTBO IPOAOIKaIo MomyaTs. [locisimanocs
TONBKO, KAaK BETEP BOKPYI HUX OonTaeT OecrnpepblBHO €O
CMYTHBIMHU TEHSIMH JIyHBI.

«...OzmHaKo ke, Thl HE NPUHAICKULID EMY», — 3aMETUIIO
CYILECTBO...

Ho romy6as 6abouka He TOHsIIA, YTO OHO UMEJIO B BULY.

«3Haellb JIM Thl, KTO 17» — CIIPOCUIIO OHO 3aTEM.

Manenpkast 6abouka BCTIOMHHJIA ciioBa peku; ‘Hukrto He
3HaeT...” — e/Ba He cka3anma oHa. Ho Toruac momymana emié
HEMHOT0. JT0 OBl MPO3BYYaJ0 HEKPACHUBO, TeM 0ojiee B TOT

gac...

«HCT», — pO6KO OTBCTHJIA OHA.

«...Yto ObI HU 3allyTaJIOCh B MOUX CCTAX, OHO HUKOIrJa HE
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YCKOJIb3acCT...»
«Hade KoHell HacTall OBl MHE...»

babouka xak OyaTo HE TOHSIA.
«ITH CETH... CIUIETEHBI TO000?» — U3YMHJIACh OHA.

Cy1ecTBo MpoaoInKaao XpaHUTh MOJTYAHHUE.
«...3aueM?»

OHo cHoBa He oTBeTHI0. O6NaKa CKpbUIM B3MISAIbI JTyHBI, a
BETPHI BAPYT OCTAHOBIJIMCH HAa OKpauHax Jeca.

['mOkue BeTKM ocTaBaiuCh HemoABWXHbIMU. [omybas Oa-
0ouka ocMoTpesna 6e3MOJIBHO Ha TANEKYI0 3eMIIIO, a CyIIle-
CTBO MPOTAJIO B KPAaCKax HOYH.

Tonbko MOpO3 OCTaBaJICS TAKUM K€, KaK U paHbIIIE.

...
S1 muraro Teds?» — Crpocuia OHa €ro.

«Tena xKuBBIX CymecCTB», — OTO3BAJIOCH OHO.

— Mowu xpbuibs?
OHO yNIOBHJIO CMATEHHE B €€ CTIOKOMHOM TOJIOCE.
— He Gecmokoticst. IM 51 naro yneTeTh BMECTE C BETPOM.

[onmy6ast 6abovka mouyBCTBOBAJIA C€0SI HEMHOYKKO JTyIIIe.

«Cnacubo», — ckazana oHa.

«Korma-To oHM yKpacuiii co000 JIeCHbIC I[BETHL... 1, BO3-
MOKHO, OJTHaX]Tbl CHOBA BEPHYTCS K HUM.)»
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Omna yBuema, Kak CyIIecTBO MpuOmmkaercs K Hel. M kak
3BE3/IBI IPOKAT B yIyIax HeOa.
Ho Bpems nporiiio, a onu 06a 0CTaBaIuCh HEMOIBHKHBIMU.

«Yero TbI KIEMB?» — CIIPOCHIIA OHA MSATKO.

«He 3na10, — otBeTH10 0HO. — Huuero...»
«...5] HUKOT/Ia HUYETO HE XKOAIL...»

«Torma uyTo?»

Jlyna myremectBoBaia 1no téMHoMy HeOy. OHa MeIeHHO
npoluia MUMO 00JIaKOB, pacCTHIIast HaJl IECOM CBOM TyCKIIbIN
cBeT... HouHoe cymiecTBo norpy3minoch B ceds emge pas...

«HMinn, ecim axe s emE 4ero-To XKy, — MPOLIENTANI0 OHO
3aTeM, — 5 3HaK0, YTO OHO HE MOSIBUTCS OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/IA. )

...Manenbkas 6abouka ynuBuiack. CyIecTBo CHOBa yMOJIK-
710 HeHajouro. Ero B3nisa momMpavHes Ha MTHOBEHHE, a 3aTeM
Kak OyaTo BHOBb 00pén cBOl nponasiuii Oneck. OnHako, OH
He 00paTuiics B € CTOPOHY.

«Korzma-to — cymiecTBo 3aroBopusio camo ¢ coboit — Yike
OYEHB JIABHO...»
«Korna-To s Gpoaui o Bcemy Jiecy.»
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Manenbkas 6abo4ka THXO 3aMepia.

«...5] 3Har0, — CIIOKOWHO NPOIOJKAIIO0 OHO, — KaKJbIH €T0
YTOJIOK.»

«...Ero okpauHbl 1 TO, YTO CKpBIBAETCS HA MYCTOLIH IOCpe-
a1 Hero. S 3Hato ero IBEeTHI U OoJbLIne AepeBbs. XKypuarryio
PEKy ¥ MaJICHbKHE TTOJISTHKH. )

Ero crnoBa nunuck MeaneHHo, OynTo XOTenu OBITh YCIIbI-
IIAHHBIMU OJJMH pa3, a 3aTeM HaBCEra UCYE3HYTh Ha BETPY.

Cnutbes BOEIMHO, C TPOXOSLIENH HOUBIO.

«[oBOpAT, YTO MOM CETH TPOCTUPAIOTCS MOBCIOAY. M uTO 51
3HAI0 OTBET Ha BCE BOMPOCHL...»

«Ho gto ¢ Toro?

Hukto He XoTen Buaets MeHs. Caplmars 000 MHE.

JKuBble cyliecTBa U3TOHSUIA MEHS U3 CBOUX MBICIIEH U CBO-
el )KM3HH, [TOKa IJIs1 HUX HE CTAHOBHMJIOCH CIIMIIKOM IO3IHO.»

«Iloka ofHaX/IbI 1 B CAMOM JI€JI€ HE PEILUIICS YUTH.

S1 Hammén 310 1EepeBo, Ha KaKOW-TO 3aTE€PSHHOM JIECHOMU TI0-
JISIHE.

...HUKTO He X0Ten BUIEeTh ero. JKUTL Ha HEM.

1 e penmics OCTaThCs PSIIOM C HUM HAaBEYHO.

Tonpko HHUKOTrAa HC Y3HaJI, KTO WJIX YTO UCCYIINJIO €TO...»

«OnHaKo, 3TOMY JA€peBy, KOTOPOE MOXKAJIE0 MEHs, Corlia-
CWJIOCH IIPUHATH MEHA B CBOE JIOHO... JTOMY JI€pEBY, KOTOPOE
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HIOKPBIBAJIM TOJIBKO MOPO3 U MOM CETH, s BCErna XOTel 4To-
HUOY/Ib TTOAAPHT.
Ho, xpome MeHs camoro, st He 3HAI 9TO...»

«...J10 ceromHAIHero AHs...»

CymecTtBo nprOIU3MiIOCch K Heil emé 6onplie. Berep nyn, u
TOHKHE HUTH HaTATMBAJIUCh, CIIOBHO FOTOBBI OBUIN paccesiTh-
Csl OT OJHOTO ero ayHoBeHUs. Ho BeTep ObLT HE B COCTOSTHUN
MOpPBaTh MX.

Cy1iecTBo 0Ka3aaoch MpsIMO HaJl HEtO.

Manenpkasa 6adouka Moua mistaena Ha Hero... OHa He 3Ha-
Ja, 4To moayMarb. M He moHMMasa, 4To JOKHO OBLIO Mpo-
n3oiTH. Ho Kora yBuena, kak OHO MEJICHHO BO3BBIIIACTCA,
yIpOXKaIoIIe TOTHUMAs TIEPEIHIE JIaIlbl, HEBEOMOE OIIYIIe-
HHE TOTYAC MPOHU3AIIO €€ XPYIIKOE TEJIbIIE.

[TocnennumM, YTO OHA ycmenda yBHAETh — Kak pa3 mepen
TEM, KaK 3aKpBITh I1a3a — OBLJIO 3TO CYIIECTBO, CITyCKAFOIIC-
ecst BHU3 C HEBEpOATHOH ObicTpoToii. U Opocaromeecs Ha Heé
CO BCEIO CHIJIOI0 CBOMX KOTTEH.

Oma omryTHiia, Kak BETep BHOBb XJICHIET €€.
...Kak cetu otmanstorcs U nagait psagaom ¢ Hero. Kak eé
KPBUIbS U TEJIO BHE3AITHO BHICBOOOXKTAOTCS.
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«¥Yneral, — MATKO CKa3allo €l HOYHOE CYIIECTBO. — TBOsS
cBoOOIa, MasieHbKasi 0abouka — 51 9yBCTBYIO 3TO — M €CTh
MOW ITOJAPOK 3TOMY JIEPEBY.»

«Jlaxxe ecim OBI 5 XoTen, He3HAKoMas 0aboYKa, s OB, Ha-
BEPHO, HE MOT' IPUYMHUTH T€OE BPEIL.»

Omna pacrepsnacs...
«Ho 5 He nmoHumaro...»

«He HyXHO, — TpoIIeNTano 0HO, — HABEPHO, s TOXKE MO-
HACTOSILLIEMY HE IOHUMAIO...»

«IIpocto yneraii! Bckope cBeTaet, MasieHbKas 6aboukKa...

Vreraii, mpex/ie yeM YBUAUIIb MOU 00HK!»

Jlyna onyckanach BHU3, U HOYb [TOJXOAMIIA K KOHILY.

«Tbl OonblLe HE MyTaemlb MEHs...» — ckazana 6abouka.
«...l g x0Tena Ob1, 9TOOBI THI YBHUIET MOU TOTyOBIE IIBETA. )

«l HMYero He MOTY YBUIIETH», — TPYCTHO IIPOU3HECIIO HOY-
HOE CYyILECTBO.

«41 cen. Ho Mom cetn Tak TOHKH, 4TO BCE MOTYT 4yBCTBO-
Bath. Tak s pacno3Han TBOE MasneHbkoe Tenblie. M TBou 60Ib-
IIE KPbUIbs, MaJIeHbKast 0abouka.»

HagepHo, eif MHOTO€ HyXHO ObLIO CKa3aTb €My, HO OHa HE
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Hanuia Hu4aero... Jlnme obnerena BOKpYT HEIo, a MCJIOANH BC-
Tpa 3By4aJId IIpH MMOCJIICAHCM CBCTC JIYHEI.

«Jletn, — ckazaino eit ctpaHHoe cymiectBo. — S Oyay 371ech,
€CITH ThI KOT/Ia-HUOY/Ib TTOXKeTaelnb 00T MOuX ceTeid. Ho
Oymb ocTOpokHa, TOyOast 6abouka...»

«Hacrosiast cMepTh, )KJIET TaM Ky/a Thl c€Yac Harpasis-
€ILbC.

Hei...

Eil, Hy’)KHO HE TOJIBKO TBOE TEJIO.»

Manenbkas 6abouka MOCTIENIHO yleTena.
[epen Hero, Ope3KIIT PO30BATO-KPACHBII CBET 3apH.
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Omna yBuena ero, Oymy4u emé 1anexo.

On B300pasics Ha MaJleHbKUI XOJM...

...Co cBOMMH HEMHOrouuciaeHHbIMH OanHsaMu. Co cBOMMHU
OCTPOKOHEYHBIMH KPOBJISIMU M KPOLIEYHBIMH OKOHLIAMH.

Boxkpyr Hero nec, cinenys BAOJIb XOJIMa, MEAJEHHO CITy-
CKaJICs BHU3 U TepsUIC B IIyOUHE; BHaYase JUIIb B Kpackax
JIEPEBBEB U 1IBETOB; 3aTEM CILIETASICh C TEMIBIMUA OTPAXKEHH-
SAMH YTPEHHHUX 00JIAKOB; TIOKA HAKOHEI] HE CIIMBAJICS BOCANHO
C CEpPOCTBIO TOP.

Monmuanusbiil. OIUHOKH.

Kazanock, 4To CONHIIE BOCXOAUT BHYTPH HETO... UTO OHO
MPaBUT, a 3aT€M CHOBA HAYMHAET CHaYaja JapuTh CBOM CBET.

...OHO ef1Ba MOKa3anock Ha OOKY OJHOM M3 OallleH, MOCTe-
TIEHHO TIOKPBIJIO €T0 TyCTOTHI M CIEAYIONIHE OUH 32 JPYTUM
YIJIBI, JTACKOBO HABOJHUIIO OOJIBIION 3aMOK.

" TOraa — CJIOBHO pacCKasBIIUCh — co6pano CBOHM OCKOJIKH,

OCTaBHJIO 103311 ce0s JIeC U BHICOKHE KPETIOCTHBIE CTEHBI, U
OJIHUM JBHKEHHEM BEPHYIIOCH B OECKOHEUHOCTD Heoa.
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...OHa mmponeTtena, 1o A0pore Tyaa, 0eCUUCICHHBIC TTOJISTHBI.
XOTA ¥ Ka3ajJ0Ch, YTO OH OBLI OJIU3KO...

Omna ocraBwia mo3aju ceds AepeBbs, MOTOOHBIX KOTOPBIM,
HaBEpPHO, HUKOT/Ia OBl HE YBHUJIEa BHOBD.

[{BeTh1, KOTOpBIE Kak OyATO 3BajH €€.

Ho uem Gonplie oHa nmpubiamkanach, TeM Aajiblie OH OT-
cTynaj Ha3af...

Henp mporekan. ConHue MOJHUMANOCh BCE Bble. Bee
BCTpEUABIIHECS Ha €€ IMyTH MPOCUIH €€ OTIOXHYTb HEHa0-
ro psaoMm ¢ Humu. Ho y He€ yke He ObUTO BpeMeHH, YTOOBI
OCTaHOBHTHCH.

W noGpaBiuck 10 HEro, OHA HE pacTepsuiach MPU BUJIE X
rpoMasl... OHA MOMHSIACH HA UX BEPIIMHY, CIEAys 3a Be-
TPOM.
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JlepeBbs Tiepen Hero TIOHSIIA CBOM TOHKUE BETKH, CJIOBHO
XOTEJIM TaKMUM 00pa3oM MOMEIIaTh CH...

«He netn nampimie, romy6as 6abouka», — cKazauo il OJHO
U3 HUX.

«...Besikmi, KTO Ha 3Ty 3eMIII0 pEIIAeTCs CTYIUTD,

B Jiec OOJbIIE HUKOIAA HE BO3BPAIIACTCH...» — BTOPHIM
npyrue. Ho Betep, moArankuBaBIuuii e€, ObLI CHIIbHEE HX
CIIOB.

Oma 3acTblia B BO3yX€ Ha MTHOBEHHUE, IPSAMO HaJ] HUMH,
OKHUJIBIBAs B3DIAZOM 0Opa3bl 3aMka. M 3arem, OXHWM-CIWH-

CTBCHHBIM B3MAdXOM MAJICHBKHUX KPBUIBIIICK, HAKOHCI IICPC-
CCKJIa KaMCHHBIC CTCHBI...

Owna ObUIa TaM.
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Ero pyku kacanmuchk Xpynkux nBeToB. OHH €/1Ba OTKPBIIHCH,
Y UMEHHO OH OKPYXWJI UX OOMIbHOHN 3a00TOi.

Ero B3misa ynan Ha He€ cpasy xe.
B 1o Bpems kak oHa Oy /ana cpean CTOIBKHUX 3allaxoB...
B To Bpems kak oHa n3MEHsIa [IBET4, JTy4yei CONHIIA. ..

...Ero Ty0BI 3aMepin.

OH X0Tesn 3aroBOpHUTh, HO HE MOT HUYETO cKa3arb. OHa TaH-
I[eBaJia B €ro MBIIIHBIX cagax. Cpenu CToJib MHOTOOOPa3HBIX
1BeTOB... CTONBEKUX 0aboUeK.

OH HampaBuJiICS K HEMl.
[laramu mMeaneHHbIMU... OcTopokHbIMU. Bosick ucmyrarsb
ec.

OH yBuzen e€ cupsiien Ha KaKOM-TO I[BETKE.
...Ilomomén moommxKe.

...Caipl pacpoCTUpPANUCh OT CISIIUX KPEHOCTHBIX CTEH
BIUIOTH JI0 CAMOTr0 3aMKa... CTpOEHHUS U3 KPacUBBIX OyphIX U
KpacHbIX kKaMHel. OrpomHoro. Co CTpensyaTbiMu OKHAMH U
OOMBIIIMMU JKETIE3HBIMU BOPOTAMHU.

Manenbkast Gpurypka, HampapJsBIIasCsS K HEH, MOYTH Te-
psinack Ha ero ¢poHe. Ho, noaxozst 6muxe, oHa BCE Ooiee Bbl-
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pacrana...

[To o0OnuKy OH He HAaIOMUHAJ JECHBIX KMBOTHBIX. Ho B TO
e BpeMsI, OH HE MOT 4YeM-JT00 OTIMYaThCs OT HUX.

OH yneIOHYIICS e CBOeH caMOil ITMPOKOH YIIBIOKOI.

Ona B3MaxHyIa roryObIMHU KpbUIbsIMU, HO HE YIIeTena.

Co CTIOKOMHBIM BUIOM, MOJIOZIOH KOPOJTb MPUOTHA3UIICS eTIé
OoJIbIIE. ..

OH BCTaJ HEMOABIKHO; TIPSIMO Tiepen Hero. Beck e€ 00mmk
COTpeBaJl €ro B3IJISI.

«...JloOpo moXkanoBaTh B MO 3aMOK, MaJIeHbKast 0a0b0uKay,
— CKa3aJl OH CH.

Ero ronoc npo3Byuain 3HaKOMO, 1aCKOBO... CIIOBHO T€UCHHUE
BPEMEHH CMSATYHJIO €TO.

Ona He orBetmna. babouku mpeKpacHEHIINX pPacLBETOK
IPOJIETANIU PSIIOM C HEIO...

«TbI MOS JKeTTaHHAas TOCThSI, — MPUBETIIMBO MPOAOIDKAI OH.
— TbI MOXeEIIb OCTAThCS C HAMU, CKOJIBKO 3aXO0YEIIIb.»

...Hekoroprie n3 6abo4yek KacaJuch HEHAJONTO €ro Iuieya.
Kacanuce ero BOTHHCTBIX BOJIOC, MPEKAE YeM MPOAOIKUTH
CBO KOJICOMIONIUIACS Ty Th.

«OcTtanbcs XOT ObI HA CETOMHS, YTOOBI IEPEIOXHYTh.)»
«51 He 3Hat0, OTKYy/Aa ThI IPUJIETENA, U HE AYMAIO YTO 3HAIO,
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KyJa Tbl ACPKUIID ITYThb, MaJICHbKAsA 63.60‘-11(3, HO A TOYHO YBC-
PCH, 4TO ThI YCTAJIA...

HBGTBI MOECT0 SéMKa, Thl MOXCIIIb OTHBIHC CUUTATh CBOU-
MU.»

3areM OH MOBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY CBOCH OaIlIHM.

OHa yBH/ENTa KaK OH YXOIHUT, CTAHOBHUTCS BCE MCHBIIIC,
MOKa HE MCUYe3 BHYTPH 3aMKa. MoJda, Kak U MOSBHUIICS.

Tak oH ObII 103a0FIT...

He60 Ob110 TEMIBIM, KaK KOIJIa-TO AaBHO...

OnHa cHOBa MPUHSJIACK JIETAaTh CPeu OIaroyxaromux IBe-
ToB. Hekotoprie 0abouku ObUTM paBHOMYMIHBI. J[pyrue Kak
Oynro oOparuiy Ha He€ BHUMAHUE. .. [[OHSITH, YTO OHA TOJIBKO
410 NosiBMIIaCh. OHU MOMPUBETCTBOBAIIH €€ U PUTIIACHIIH OT-
JOXHYTh Ha CBOMX KPACUBBIX LIBETKAX.

Ha nepeBpsx cBoero caza...

Kazasnocsk, uTo y Kax 101 U3 HUX ObLT CBOM JIIOOMMBIIA I[BE-
TOK, CBOSI 0c00as BETKA.

3amaxu, pa3MBaBIIMECS B BO3MyXe, ObUIM HE U3 TEX, YTO
MOXKHO JIETKO 3a0bITh. QUepTaHus I[BETKOB TaKUe, KAKUX OHa,
HABEPHO, HU Pa3y HE BCTpeyana B Jecy... A UX Kpbuibd... Mx
SIPKUE KPBLIbs, OONbIIMe, 00Ja1aBIINe TAKUMHU PACIIBETKAMHU
U COYETaHUSIMU, MOJJOOHBIX KOTOPHIM OHA TOYHO JIO CHX TOP
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HE BHAAIA...

...1lenbiit nenb onu setanu 6e3 ycranu. C OTHOTO LBETKA
Ha apyroi. M u3 ogHoro caga B Ipyrou, 10 cambIX IPENEIOB
3aMKa.

Haxonenr oHa Toxe mpuOIU3MiIach K JiemecTKaM KaKoro-
TO 1BeTKa. OHM ObUIM MATKUMU... M el yxe HacTano BpeMs
HEePEIOXHYTb.

Ona BIOXHYyJa apoMar ero coka... OH ObUT IbSHAIINM, U €i
HACTaJ0 BPEMsI MOMHTb.

OHa CKJIOHUIach HaJl LIBETKOM.

U npunerna Ha ero cep/LeBHHE.

Kak u Bce, OHa TpoBea CBOIO TEPBYIO HOYb.
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BpeMH B 3Ty HOYb CHOBA IIPOTCKJIO TAK, YTO OHA HC OLIYyTHU-
na ero. OHa THXO IIPOCHYJIACH, JIaCKacMas COJIHIICM.
OTKpHBaH Tj1a3a mpu €ro CBETE.

B stoT pa3 mosnonoi koposb ObLT psiioM ¢ Hero... HaBepHo,
nonroe Bpems. Oxunas e€. HaOmronast 3a kKaxapM e€ JBHKe-
HHEM...

«Jleru crona, — monpocuI1 OH, Kak TOJIbKO OHA BCTPETUIIACH
¢ HuM Tnazamu. — CerogHs, MpUILIO BpeMs IMOKaszaTh Tebe
MOif 3AMOK...»

OH OBLT BEXXIUB, KaK JIUCThs, TOBOPUBIIHUE IPU TyHOBEHHU
BETpa.

Onnaxko, MasieHbKast 6a004Ka yIUBUIIACK...
«3auem?» — poOKO OCMENUIIaCh OHA CIIPOCHUTD €TO.

«Ho... 1 myman, 9to ThI X0TeNa ObI y3HATH MUD...»

...OH nBunYyIcs Brepén. OH Kazajucs MOJHBIM FOPSiYEro se-
nanus. Kak xe ona morna otkazarbcsi? OH ymbiOancs... Kak
K€ OHA MOTIJIa OCTaThCsl PAaBHOAYITHOM?

MHororBeTHbIe 6a00UKHM OTHA 32 IPYTOH MPOCHIMAINCH Ha
CBOMX MaJIeHbKHX IIBeTKaX. Kopoib enmam BceM UM J100po-
ro yrpa. OH MO3BOJISTT KM KOCHYTHCS €T0 30JI0TUCTHIX BOJIOC.
OTnOXHYTh MX TEJIblIaM Ha €To Tele.

OHu neTanu BOKPYT HEro. A oH, O€3MATEeXHBIA Kak Mpo-
3pavHbIe BOJBI PEKH, KaK Oy/ITO OTpaskasl MEUTHI BCEX...

Marnenbkass 0abouka OTBa)KHJIACh IIpUCceCTb €My Ha
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I1JI€40.

Ero nuuo crnerka cMyTuinocs. J[pIxaHue Ha MUT CIIOBHO OTS-
KeJIeo.
...Ho OH paBHOAYIIHO MPOJOIKUI CBOM ITyTh.

OH mén cpeau CBOMX JParolieHHbIX cagoB. BmecTte ¢ HUM
Obla MaJieHbKas 0abouKa.

«Moti 3aMOK, — cKa3aJl OH e, — 3AMOK, KOTOPBIii ThI OIILY-
IAeIITh, KaK OH MPOCTUPAETCSA BOKPYT TEO... 3TO YKpaIICHAE
Jeca.

«1IBeTpl, KOTOpBIE THI BUIUIb, IPUHECEHBI C €TI0 CAMBIX
nanbHUX OKpanH. CKOJbKO OBl THI HHM MICKaJIa, T/Ie OBl HU OCTa-
HABJIMBAJIACh, €[BA JIU Thl CMOXKEIIb BCTPETUTh APYTUE TAKHUE
Ke...

Mowu 6a00UKH OJIETHI B CaMble MTPEKPACHBIC PACIIBETKH.

PacuBeTkn HEMOBTOPUMEIE...»

OH TOoBOpMII TUXO, CJIETKA HAKIIOHUB TOJIOBY B €€ CTOPOHY.
A oHa norpy»xanach B €ro XpycTajlbHbIi T0JI0OC; B CJIOBA, MPO-
CHBIIIHE OIMH Pa3 OBITh yCIBIMIAHHBIMEA U HaBCET/J]a OCTATHCS
B €€ MmaMsITH...

«...B Moux canmax mobas 6aboyka MOXXET HAWTH IIBETOK,
4TOOBI MPUCECTh, — FOPJ0 MPOoAOKal oH. — L[BeTok, Hemno-
XO0KWH HU Ha Kakoil ipyroit. UToObl BKyCUTb TapUMBIii UM He-
KTap...»
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IToscrony pocnu 3aBUJHBIE LIBETHI.

Manenbkas 6abouka nposieTesna psiioM ¢ HUMU.

E€ xpbuibs mepenuBaanch B COJHEYHOM CBETE, a KOPOJIb
BECh CHsLJI, IIPOCTO OTTOrO YTO IVISAAEN Ha HEE.

OHa onycTuiIach Ha 9TU BETPSHbIE OCTPOBA HA OJHO JIMIIIb
MTHOBEHHE, a 3aTeM ObICTPO BEPHYJIACh K HEMY Ha Iuiedo. Ero
00MHK, KaK OyATO CHOBAa OMPAYHMIICS.

..Annen ero canga, CIMBAIKCh B CTPAHHBIC OYEPTAHMUSL.
Jlonroe BpeMs clienysi 1o HuM, oH OectienbHo Omyxaan. [Toka
HE BCTYNUJI Ha AJIJICI0, BEIIYIO K 3aMKY. K BHICOKUM M HETIPH-
CTYITHBIM KEJI€3HBIM BOPOTaM.

«...51 6epexxHo cobpan WX, OAMH 3a APYTUM, — 3aMETHII
oH. — Camble peIKHe IIBETHl MOXHO HAMTH JMIIb 3/1€Ch...»

[lepen BopoTamu, Bes K HUM, HAXOIWIICS MaJICHbKUH PsijL
CTYNEHEK... A MpsIMO Mepel HUMH, PACCTHIANCA €II€ OAUH
caf.

Emé ogun can psaaom ¢ apyrumu cagamu. [loxoxnii Ha HUX
— MOXET, 9yTh OOJBIINI MO pa3Mepy — U B TO Ke BpeMs Y/IH-
BUTEJIBHO MHOM...

...Apomat, uCTo4aeMblii UM, OBLIO HEBO3MOXKHO OIHUCATb.
OH okyTan ux o6oux. Ho Koposb yxe MpUBBIK K HEMY...

«...0T0 call HCYBAAACMbBIX IBCTOB...» — JIMIIb IPOMICIITA
OH.
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Marnenbkas 6abouka mposerena HaJl HUM. Slpkue u Xpynm-
KUE LBETHI HAMOJHSIN €ro, C U3SLIHBIMU, HECPAaBHEHHbBIMU,
IOYTU NPO3PAYHBIMU JIEMIECTKAMHU... DTO OblIa HE CTOJBKO
KpacoTa, CKOJIbKO NPOOYKIEHHE HaJIe’kK bl, BO3HUKIIIEE TIEPEe
HHUMH.

...OHa BKycuI1a X HEKTap, HO BCKOPE BEPHYJIAach K HEMY Ha
IJIeYO.

((Ka)KIIYIO 3UMY, — CKa3aJl OH, — KOI'la CHCT HAKPbIBACT JICC,
MOHU CJIYTH HAKPBIBAKOT 3TOT MoK call 10pOruMHr KpucTajlia-
MHU...»

On HCBO3MYTUMO ITPOIOJIKHI CBOM IIYTh K BéMKy...
«..CBet MOZKCT, HO X0JIOA HE MOXKCT KOCHYTBCA €T0 IBETOB.

310 caj, He 3HaUmMKA yBsiganus. M Bce Mou 6abovku B
HEM COOMPArOTCS U MPOBOJIST CBOU 3UMBL...»

Onu MOAHAIMUCH IO ITMPOKUM CTYIICHSAM.
48:! OJIMHOYCCTBC ITPOILIN Y€PE3 00JIbIIIHE BOpOTa.

Bech neHp kopoib mokasbiBajl 0a0o4Ke CBOM 4UyHdeCHBIN
34MOK... YXO)KEHHBIH 10 MeNpiaiimmx moapooHocTei. 1 ero
BIIaIeNel] ObUT HEM3MEHHO MPUBETINB, HE ycTaBas. Hu pasy
HE JKaIYsCh.
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BHyTpeHHUE MOKOH, TOCTOMHBIE €T0 CAJI0B, TOJILKO C HUMH
MOTJTH ObI CPaBHHUTHCHAL. .

...J1omBI ¢ IparoneHHBIMU MO3anKaMHU.

Pesnas mebens... Kpacounsie kapTunsl. ToHUaile TKaHH.
JIutple MeTasuibl py4HOU OTAENKH. [lorameHHble KAMUHBI U
ropsmue (akxensl...

OH teprienuBo mpoBén e€ mosctoay. M3 3ana B 3ai. C ataxka
Ha 3Tax. M U3 omHO# OaniHu B APYTYIO.
Tonbko oHy OamIHIO OH OCTABWII HA CIIEMYIOMINN JICHb...

Tax, xorma HacTynmIa HOYb, MAJICHbKas 0abouKa, mepemnoi-
HCHHAasi HOBBIMHU 00pa3aMH, BEPHYJIACh B COHHBIC CaJIbl.

Kpomeunas ¢pasza BHOBb 3aBepTeyiach y He€ B roJioBe, Tie-
pel TeM Kak OHa YCHYIIA...

«...Moii 3aMOK, — cKa3aJl OH €H,
— 3TO yKpalleHHe Jeca...»
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Ha crnenyrommii nenp, ManeHbkas 0a004Ka, B OMMHOYECTBE
IPOCHYJIaCh Ha KaKOM-TO 1BeTKe. OHa orIs/ienach BOKPYT, HO
KOpOJIsl He OBUIO psAJoM ¢ Hero... [ToaToMy OHa moneTerna K
3AMKY...

OHa HaIllTa ero CTOSBIINM B OJHOM M3 MHOTOYHCIICHHBIX
3aJI0B. MeHsBIINM MeCTaMHM MaJleHbKHe Bemuibl... OH Ka-
3aics 6e33a00THBIM. U, MOXeT OBbITh, HEMHOTO PaBHOIYIII-
HBIM, XOTh ¥ YBHJEJ, KaK OHa MOpPXACT, HATPABJIAACH B €r0
CTOpPOHY. 3aTeM OH YJBIOHYICS, Kak OyaTo sxaan eé... CJIoBHO
yXKe 3HaJl, 4TO OHa MosBUTCA. OJIHAKO, CJIOBA, KOTOPHIC OH
yCIBIIIAN, TOJDKHO OBITh, OBUIM HE TE, YTO OH XOTEJN YCIIbI-
IIaTh...

Manenbpkas 6abouka MoT4Ya Mmprceia Ha KaKOH-TO CTOJI.

«$1 mpueTena monpomarscs ¢ To00k», — CKa3ajaa OHa eMy.
«Ceropins, 4 yneraro...»

VTpeHHsIs CBeXKECTh HATIOJHIIA €r0 3d4MOK; eIl O/IMH JeHb
B CEpEI1HE BECHBL...

Omna 3aroBopuia Tuxo. Ho oH ouryTui kaxzioe e€ cioBo.

OH oTCTaBUII B CTOPOHY BCE, YeM 3aHUMAJICS, U OCTAaHOBHUII
Ha Hel CBOH B3MIAA. YIbIOKa He mucyesna ¢ ero ryo... Ho te-
nepb OHA KaK-TO W3MEHUIIACh.

«ITouemy?» — cripocui oH.
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Ona He cnemmiia oTBedars. HaBepHo oToMy, yTo BOBCE He
’Kenana oOuIeTh €ro...
«51 mpocTo X0uy y3HATh JIEC...»

Koponb nerko 3acmesiica. Ho gaxe Tak, ero cMex HEOXH-
JAaHHO 3aIlOJHKII BECh 3all...

«Jlec?» — ynuBuics oH.

«...Torma TeI JOJI’KHA OCTATHCA 371ECh!»

«Moii 3aMOK — 2TO U €CTb BeCh Jiec... JIrobast 6abouka, XOTh
pa3 BKyCHBIIIAsl HEKTap MOUX CaJI0B, 3aTEM BEYHO HIIET €TO.

Cnpocu y HUX; OHH KaXIyT €T0, HUKOT/Ia HE HACHIIIANCh...»

«s He COMHCBAarOCb, — COITIaCujIaCh OHA,
— HO, U3BUHHU, MHC HACTAJIO BPpEMA YJICTATh...»

OH 3ammarai B €€ CTOpOHY.

«TbI nemp KAaKOW-TO HBETOK, KOTOPOTO HET B MOEM Cafy,
HE TaK Ju, MaJieHbKkas 0abouka? Ecimu Tl MOXeni» BooOpa-
3UTh €T0, OIUILIN MHE, & €CIIU ThI YK€ Hallllla €ro, CKa)K1 MHE,
U s TIPUHECY ero Tebe...»

«Her...
Her, He B aTOM A€m0», — yBepuia oHa €ro, BO3MOXKHO pac-
CTPOMBILHCE.

OH CMyTHO pa3nuyall CBOH JparoleHHbId 3aMoK... OH 1o-
nomén nodmmxe. OgHAKO, PACCTOSIHUE MEXKTy HUMU BCE 00-
Jiee yBEIMYHUBAJIOCH... TOJBKO €ro Ila3a OKYTBIBAJIU €€ roiry-
Oble KPbUIbs. A T€ OKYTHIBAIUCH PACCEIHHBIM CBETOM. ..
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OH cHOBa ocTaHoBWICS Iiepea Hero. Emé pa3 ynelOnyics.

«B 11ec, 0 KOTOPOM ThI TOBOPHILb, OJHAXK /Il HATPSHET 3UMaA,
1 HacTaHeT KoHel. Ho B MOEM cany HEyBAJaeMBIX LBETOB,
BECHA JIaXKe TOTAa Oy/IeT KHUTh...»

OH cTOsN COBEPIIEHHO HETOIBU)XHO, CIOBHO OKAMEHEB.
Hao6ironas 3a "gero. OT™Meuas Kaxaoe €€ IBHKEHHE. ..

«...OcTaHbCcs ¢ HaMU, MaJIeHbKas 0a0oukKa. ..

B cBoém necy T cHOBa OyJielib OfiHa...»

OH yBHJEeN, KaK OHA Pa3[VIsbIBAET MOJ, CJIOBHO Pa3MbIIII-
TSl

Ona Hayana pacKpbIBaTh CBOM TOJyOble KpbUIbs... Clierka
HAKJIOHWJIACH BHU3 TOHKHUM TeJbIEM. YIbIOKa HCU€e3lia C €ro
ry0.

«W3BUHM...»» — XOTeJa CKa3aTh OHA...

Ho =e ycmena 3akoH4IuTH (hpasy.

Ero pyka nBuHYyIach MOJTHHEHOCHO, BO3MOXHO 0€3 MpUYH-
HBL...

OO6pymmnace Ha He€é 0e3 KoJeOaHWi, MOXHUINAs BETEp M
COJIHEYHBIN CBET.

babouka He cpasy MOHsIA, YTO MPOU30ILIO0... Ha MrHoBe-
HME OHA MONbITAIACh BBICKOJIb3HYTh, HO PyKa C)KMMaJIach BO-
KpYI' He€ BCE CUJIbHEE.

... YTIOBJISAS €€ TEJIO U MAJICHBKHUE KPBUIBILIKH.
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Ona mocMoTpesna CKBO3b MPOCBETHI MEXKJIY €0 MajbllaMu.

CtpaHHOE CyIIECTBO CTOSJIO HampOTUB HeE... JIuioM oHO
HE TIOXOMJIO Ha MoJonoro kopoiisi. Ho B To ke Bpemsl, uéM
OHO MOTJIO OBI OT HETO OTJINYAThCH...

«3JTO Tl U3BUHH, MaJICHbKass 0ab0YKay, — yCIbllaia oHa
TOTJIA €TO TOJIOC.

«51 Tak crapaics...

OnHako, Tl HE 3aX0TENA MOHSATb...»

Ona mouyBCTBOBaJIa Kak €€ CHIIbI yracaroT, a MUP BOKPYT
HeE TepsieTcs.

«..Thr Jcjacilb MHC 60J'IBHO...»,
— TOJIBKO YCIICJIa CKa3aTb OHA.
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Ona He 3HaJla, CKOJIbKO BPEMCHH MPOIIIO.
N He Mora omo3Harh MECTO, II€ IIpUIia B ce0s.

Ona Obla 3amepra B MaJICHBKOM Ba3e CO CTEKJISTHHBIMU
creHkamu. HecoMHeHHO, Tie-To B 3aMKe... B kakoM-To Kpy-
oM 3anie. OH ObUT TaKUM e, Kak Jpyrue 3aibl OarieH, HO
OoJiee OOIIMPHBIM, YEM T€, YTO OHA BHJIEINIA PaHbIIIE.

W 0oHO3HAUYHO WHBIM.

D10 ObUT OONBIION, MOYTH MyCTOM 3ajl; B OTIMYHME OT
OCTaJIbHBIX TIOMEIICHUH 3aMKa, HaXOJUBIIHECS B HEM Mpe-
MeThI ObLIH, MOXKaIyH, HEMHOTOUHCIICHHBL. 1 Tepsanuch BHY-
TPH HETO....

Manenbkuii CyHIyK B OZHOM M3 YIVIOB. Ps1oM ¢ moracimm,
3a0bITHIM KAMUHOM... BBICOKHIA KpYIUIbIi CTONUK, HA KOTOPOM
cTosuta e€ mpo3payHas Baza — MocpeauHe OOJIBLIOTo 3aa.

JIBa dakena, yKperI€HHbIE Ha CTEHE...

Tsxénoe kpecno, paBHOMYIIHO MOBEPHYTOE.

Bce onn Obu11 coOpaHBbl y TOM 4acTH CTEHbI, B KOTOPOi Ha-
XOAMIOCh OKHO. EAMHCTBEHHOE OKHO B TOM 3aiie; 00pamméH-
HOE K CBETY.

D710 ObLT OOJIBINOI MYCTHIHHBIN 3aJ1, B OTIIHYHE OT OCTANIb-
HBIX TIOMEIICHUH 3aMKa.
W1 ecnau 4T0-TO, BO3MOXKHO, 3aMOJHSIO €ro MyCTOTY... 10
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Obll1a 3aHABECh, KOTOpas CTENINIIACh, BOJTHOOOPA3HO, B APYTOi
€ro TOJIOBUHE; B YaCTH CTEHbI, HAXOAUBILIEHCS HAIIPOTUB OT-
KPBITOI'O OKHa.

Manenbkas 6abouka HaxoAWJIaCh IMOCPECANHC.

Korna kopons npuién, ona no4tu He 3ametuia ero. OH no-
Ka3aJics Ha JICCTHHMIIE, Beiiel B 3a1. Ha BUHTOBOM JIeCTHUIIE,
CYJIS TIO IPYTUM OaITHsIM.

...JJOCTUTHYB ypOBHSI KAMEHHOTO 110J1a, OH CTYIIWJI Ha HETO,
HarpaBJssCh K HEH.

OH OBLT CIIOKOEH.

OH crnerka HakJIOHWICA K €€ CTeKIsIHHOHN Base. [IpnuOmu-
3UBIIKMCH K Hel mumoM. « Tel puIia B ce0s...», — ckazaia OH
cam cebe.

babouka He oTBeTMIIa. BMECTO 3TOro MOBEpHYNACh K HEMY
crirHO#. Ho KopoIs pe3ko moBepHyI K cebe MaJIeHbKYTO Basy,
3aCTaBUB €€ IOCMOTPETh EMY B JIMIIO.

B nepBbiil pas, romybas 6abouka oTpa3uiiach Tak SICHO B
Mopsix ero ria3. Koposb cTost u cMoTpen Ha Heg.

«...51 nam Tebe emeé omHy BO3MOKHOCTEY, — CKa3all OH.

60

www.b00k.gr

OH HEHAJOJITO 3aMOJT4Yall, a 3aTeM OTAAJIUIICS, IPUOTH3HB-
IIMCh K MUPOKOH TKaHOHU 3aHaBecH. Kpermko B3suics pykoro 3a
e€ Kpau.

«OcTaHbcsi cO MHOM, MalieHbKass 0a00UKay, — TPEIIOKUIT
OH CHOBA.

«OcTaHbCs CO MHOM, ¥ BeCh MO 3AMOK, BO3MOYKHO, OJTHAX-
JIbI CTAHET TBOMM.)

E€ ronoc noctur ero, npoHUKas CKBO3b OTBEPCTHS B €€ 3a-
NIEPTOH KPBILIKE.
«Becb TBOH 3aMOK, MHE 4yK[», — CKa3aJ roJoc.

«...O4eHb XOPOII0Y», — KPAaTKO 3aMETHII KOPOJIb.

«Torma ThI JOJDKHA Y3HATb, TJIC HAXOAUIIIBCS. ..)»

OH XOIHJI BIONb CTEHBI, MEAJICHHBIMH IIaraMu, OIXHOBpE-
MEHHO OTOJIBHTasl BBICOKYIO 3aHABECh.

...E€ Teno moxomnoxeno... E€ romoc, panee npo3ByyaBni
OeccTpalllHo, TeNeph CIpATACS TTyOOKo BHYTpH He€. A e
PACKpBITHIC T1a3a, CIEAUBIINE 32 HUM, OBICTPO OTCTAJH U 3a-
CTBUTH JaJICKO TT03a]IH.

HagepHo, OH y’ke IOCTUT JPYyTroro Kpas 3aja, MOYTH HOJIHO-
CTBIO OOHQ)KUB CBOIO CKPBITYIO CTEHY.

«ThI HaXOAUIIBCS...» — IPOTOJLKHI OH XJIAIHOKPOBHO.

E€ npIxaHue BbIpBAIOCh HapyXy, cI0BHO yracasd. CI0BHO
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BOKpYr He€ Oe3lyMHO paccesiach ku3Hb... OOEpHyTas, B
NPOTSXKEHHOCTH OJTHOTO MTHOBEHHUS.

...Ha crene nepen Hew, Ha 3TOW OrpPOMHOM paclpoCTEp-
LIEHCS CTEHE, IOBCIOAY BHCEIM PAaMKH, MAaJIEHbKHE WU
OonbIiive. A BHYTPU HHUX, BHYTPH PaMOK OJMHAKOBOU (op-
MBL... OIETBIE B JIECSATKH PACIIBETOK U B COJTHEUHBII CBET, OJie-
CTEJIM HENOJIBMKHBIE KPBLUIbs 0ab0deK.

Tenpua, npenasirecs: CBOEMy MOCIETHEMY TOPXAHHIO.

«...Thl HAXOAUIIBCS B CAMOM KpaCHuBOM 3aJI€ MOCTO 3aMKa...»

Becb Mup i Heé ommycren.

Tonbko KpbUIbS B CUMMETPHYHBIX paMKax ObLIM TEpen
Heto. Huuero Gonee... Pamku, HauMHaBIIMECS CHU3Y, TOYTH
OT camoro noja. /loxoauBuive JOBEpXy, MOYTHU Kacasich IO-
tonka. Huuero Ooree.

Mononoit KopoJib BEPHYJICS K HEW.

«ThI OTBEpIIIa MOM TIPEIOKEHHS, MaIeHbKass 6abouKa», —
CKa3al OH.

«Ho Teneps y Te0s HeT BbIOODA...

... TbI OyJIeIIb KUTh PAZIOM CO MHOIO.

Hukorna He mepecekasi BHEITHUX CTEH MOETO 3aMKa.
U Gynemib BeYHO J€TaTh I MEHSL.
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WNuave, THI cTaHemb omHOM W3 0abodek Ha MoOEH cCTe-
HE...»

HagepHo, npo1uio 10BOJILHO MHOTO BPEMEHH, IPEKAE YEM

OHa HalllIa CUJIBl 00PECTH YTPAueHHBIH Aap pedn.
«Hukorna...» — TOJIBKO U CKa3aja OHa eMy THXO.
«Huxorna s ve Oyny neratsb asst TeOst!»

OH nu1b yapIOHyICs.
«He cremu Tak, Manenpkas 6abouka.»
«...Bpems,
HOJIHOCTBIO IPUHAUIEKUT HAM...»
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[pomto HeMano JHEH mepea TeM, Kak OH CHOBA MOSBUII-
cs... Ho ckonbko, OHa yke He MOTJIa TIOHSITh.

OTH JHU OHA TpoBeNa, HEMO INAAd Ha CTeHy. Ha Te
paMKH — pa3HbIX pa3MEPOB, 3aKJIIOYABIINE B c€Oe HHOT/A He-
CKOJIBKUX, 4 HHOTIa MHOTHX 0a00uexK.

Ha Te xpbitbsa... Kppitbs, mogoOHBIX KOTOPEIM OHA HUKOT/IA
paHblIIe HE BUJATA. ..

Ha ux kpacku, cBepkapiue B urpax ceera. CBera, BXOJMB-
IIETr0 U3 OTKPHITOTO OKHA, YTOOBI HABOIHHUTH OOJBIION 3al U
OBITh YJIOBJICHHBIM B HEM...

3a OKHOM JIMIIb 00JIaka TPOIUIBIBANIU, U BeTep... O0naka,
BCE BpeMs yOeraBIlue B/allb.

W Berep, nHOrAa JONETaBIIMKM 10 HEE, U CTAHOBUBILUICA
TOBapHIIEeM €€ OAMHOKUX MbIcied. OH MPOHUKAN CKBO3b OT-
BEPCTUS €€ MaJIEHbKOW KPBILIKH U JACKaJI €€ TPyCTHOE JIULIO.

JIeWCTBUTENBHO, KAKAM CTPAHHBIM Ka3aJI0Ch BCE JTO...

Korna-To oHa Moria Tak JIErko BICKOJIb3HYTh CKBO3b T€ OT-
BepcTus... Toraa, korna Obiia kporieuHol rycenuueit. U naxe
ceifuac, ecii Obl OHA HE HOCHJIA CBOMX OOJNBLINX KPBUIBEB...
Tex, Bcerna M00MMBIX €10 KPBUIBEB, TEX UYTO CHIENAH €€ TeM,
4yeM OHa ObliIa, a Terepb BBEPIVIU €€ B TIOPbMY U HUKOTJIA yKe
HE MO3BOJIMIIM ObI eif yOexarh.
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Kopounb npuiién B kakoil-To JackoBblif BeceHHUi Beuep. OH
Ka3aJcs TaKUM JKe, Kak U npexje. MeuleHHO NOAHSIICS MO0
BUHTOBOM JIECTHHLIE U OBICTPO MOAOIIEN K 6abouke. bepexHo
noziepKai B pykax €€ MaJeHbKyIo Ba3y... OHa HUKaK HE OTO-
3BaJach.

OH yxe IaBHO He BUJIeN e€; OIHAKO, OH CIIOBHO TPOIOJIKIUII
C TOTO MECTa, IJI¢ OHH PaHee OCTAHOBHUIIKC.

«Korma-To ThI mpe3pena Moii caji, MaleHbKas 0ab0dKay, —
cKa3aj OH.

«MoxeT ObITh, TEneph Thl H3MEHUIIA CBOE MHEHHE...»

OH B3s111 €€ ¢ 00010 U MOIHEC K OTKPBITOMY OKHY. K 0/1HO-
My U3 CaMbIX OOJBIIMX OKOH 3aMKa. bepexHo mocTaBui eé
Ba3y Ha Kpail MOIOKOHHHKA. 3aTeM 00JOKOTUIICS Ha 00€ pyKu
¥l CIIeTKA HAKJIOHUIICS BHU3.

BHU3y HaXoAMINCh XKENE3HBIE BOPOTA.

[IpssiMo nepen HUMU — caJl HEYBAJAEMBbIX LIBETOB, U3JTMBAB-
muil OnaroyxaHue, KOTOpO€ JOHOCHIIOCH, CIIETKa, 10 Bepxa
OariHy.

YyTe pansine — nperyiiue caasl. Kpacussle nepeBbs. 3a-
TEM CTCHBI 3aMKa. A 3a HuMH — Jiec. bypo-3enénsiit... bec-
KpauHUiL...

Manenbkas 6abouka MOCMOTpEJIa CKBO3b CTCKIIO.

Barmis koposst Oy aan Tanexo.
«Pa3Be Moii 3aMOK HE KpacHuB?» — CIIPOCHII OH €€ TOIJa...
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«OH IIOCTPOCH B CCPCANHC JICCA... N TBI cMOXeNIb J1eTaTh
J0 €ro BHCIIHUX CTCH...»

OHa He OTBETHIIA.

«Kaxk ctpaHHO, B caMoM jiesie», — cka3ai oH 3ateM. OH ro-
Bopwa MemieHHO. He misas Ha Heé... W ero mMbicau moTeps-
JMCh HeM3BecTHO re. «Kak cTpaHHo, ManeHpKas 6abouka...»

«Korma-To 3T cTeHbl, CepKUBAIM MOUX BparoB. BolHbI 1
100O€/IbI, MyJIA U OTOHB MO3HAJU OHHU... [TogBabl MOETO 3aMKa
BCE emié MOJNHBI MOPOXa, IS CPAKCHUH, KOTOPhIE TaK M HE
COCTOSUTHCb. ..

Jlo ceromHsImmHero JHS, 00I0Ch, 3TH CTEHBI OBLIH OECIONe3-
HBI JIJISI MEHS, — OH CJIeTKa YIBIOHYICA. — S 00JIbIIe HUKOTO
HE KIY.

...I He ommOuch, aymas, 4To TEmeph OHU CACPKUBAIOT
Moux 6abodek... Het, Hu oiHa U3 HUX HE XOYET YIIETETh.

CreHbl TPOCTO CTOAT, YTOOBI YKpamiaTb MOW CTapblid
3aMoK... HanomMuHast MHe ObLTBIC BpEeMEHa. ..»

«Ho Teneps oHM OymyT ciepkuBarh TeOs, MajeHbKas 0Oa-
0OouKa.
OTHBIHE OHU BHOBB OY/IyT MOJIC3HEL...)»

OH 3acMestIcs JIETKO. 3acMesICs JIACKOBO.

«Ilornsaan cHOBa Ha MOM cajbl, MajicHbKasg 0Oa0ouyka... —
HPOAOJDKAT OH. — Teneph Thl BUAMIIIb, TIOYEMY OHH KaXKyTCs
CTOJIb UyACCHBIMH?

[Mornsmn Ha MouX 0aboYeKk Termeph, KOraa HAUTO He orpa-
HUYHBACT UX... KaXKyt0 3MMy OHM CaM¥ YKPBIBAFOTCS B MOEM
HEyBSaeMOM cany. M Kakayr BECHY, BOKPYT HETO MPOCTH-

66

www.b00k.gr

pAIOT CBOU APArOLICHHBIC KPBUIbs. BHIOHPAOT Kakoi-HUOYIH
APYTOii caf, YTOObI )KUTh B HEM... VIl TOT e caMblil, HE CYTh
BAXHO...

Pa3Be oHU He KpacuBbl, MasieHbKast 0abo4ka?

Pa3Be oHM HE KpacHUBBI, KOTJa Thl CMOTPHIIb HA HUX C BbI-
COTBI?»

OH BepHyJICS BHYTPh CBOCH OOJBINION OAlTHH.

«Hy 4T0? — cnipocuil oH, IPOHOCA €€ BIOJIb CBOEH MHOTO-
1BeTHOH cTeHbl. — Hy uTo, Most romy0ast MasbIiika?»

«Moii 3anm BcerJa MOKET BMECTHTh M JAPYTHX 0abodek.
PaBHO Kax 1 Mou 1BeTyIIHE ca/IbL... BBIOMpAid, TIE THI XOUeIIb
OKa3aTbCs...»

Omna He xoTena, OHaKO 00epHYIIACh, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETDH HA
HETO.
«3ayeM?» — cIpocuiia OHa €ro.

Kopounb yauBuics... Hukro He oxkuznan oT He€ BOIPOCOB...
«YTo ThI MMeeNIb B BUY?» — CPOCHUII OH €€ B CBOU YEPE.

«Ha TBOECH cTEHE U B TBOEM cafly, — MOSICHUAJIA OHA, — ECTh
y’Ke CTOJIBKO TOIyOBIX 6aboUexK...
Yto ke 0COOEHHOTO MOTY TPEIIOKUTD TeOE 17

OH mocMoTpen Ha HeE ¢ HEKHOCTBIO. A 3aTeM MeJJIEHHO
OTBEJI B3TVIAL...
«OTO HEBAYKHO, — OTBETUJI OH. — DTO COBCEM HEBAXKHO...»
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«Kak 51 xorma-To — y»e Tak JaBHO — TaK U Thl TOHUMAEIIIh
BCE cMIIKOM T03/1HO. Pa3Be Tebe He ckazaiu, pa3Be Th €I
He omryTuia 3toro? JIro0oi, KTo nepecekaeT MOU CTEHbI, HU-
KOTJIa He MOXeT yOexars... Hukoraa He Bo3Bpaiaercs...

[Toiimu 310, MasleHbKast 0a0oYKa.

...UeM ObIcTpee Tl MOWMENTH, TEM PaHbBIIE BO3PATYCIIHCS
COJTHITY.»

L

Vxons, oH BeIHYN U Opocui B €€ Ba3zy OMH LBETOK... «Ha
JIHU, KOTOpBIE IPUIYT», — CKa3all OH €il...

Ona momnpocuiia ero He CprIBaTh paau He€ IBETHI, MO0 Ha-
XOJISICh B3all€pTH, OHA HE HYXJAJIaCh B €€ CTOJb CHJIBHO...
Ho oH ymén, HaBepHO He ychblIaB e€.

[Tpuienmue 1HU Ka3aauch HeckoHYaeMbIMU. Kak e€ 11Be-
TOK, TaK M OHA HE HAXOAWJIA JKEJIAHUS 3arOBOPHTH... JIniip
0003peBajia OOIBIION 3all...

...Bpemsl, oT4ero oHO TAHYIOCH TaK MEAIEHHO?

Ero 3a0pomennblii kamuH. [[Ba dakena, moaBenieHHbIE psi-
I0M JIpyT ¢ apyroM. Tsxénoe xpecino. ManeHbKHN CYHIYK,
3aKJIFOYaBLINI BHYTpU ce0sl HEM3BECTHO UTO...

HasepHo, BpeMst 0CTaHOBHJIOCH TaM.

...OHa 0003peBana rpyCTHBIEC KPBUTbS HA MOTYAIMBOM CTe-
He. Kpbuibsi pacKphIThie, KOTOPBIE, OHAKO, HUKOTIA ObI HE
nosetenu... KoTopble OKyThIBaJIO COJHIIE.

Ho oHu HUKOT]a HE OILYTHIIM ObI CBETA.
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Kopoinb BO3Bparmics B Kakoil-TO JI€Hb, MOXOXHH Ha BCE
OCTaJIbHBIE.

Omna Obl1a ucromiieHa. OH Hamén eé JexaBIIeH Ha 3aCo-
XIIIEM I[BETKE C 3aKPBITHIMH Tia3zaMu. OHa Jaxe He MPUKOC-
HYJIaCh K €ro HEKTapy.

OH mpubIM3MICS, U BCTPSAXHYI €€ MaJICHBKYIO Basy.

OHa npunoAHsIaCH...

«Hy ut0?» — cripocui oH €€ He Me/Is, B OUepeIHON pa3.
«Tw1 pemmia, ManeHpkas 6abodka?y

«S1 Mory *®JI1aTb BEYHO...

Ho Tl panbiie ympénib.»

HagepHo, oHa yxe Oosnblie HU4ero He xemnana. OxHako, mo-
IbITAJAaCh HAlTU B c€0€ CMENOCTb, YTOObI OTBETUTD...

«S1 Huxoraa He Oyny JeTathb s TeOst, — BHOBb CKa3ajia OHa
emy. — M He BIKy PUYUHBI BBIOUPATH; MEXKITY TBYMS OTUHA-
KOBBIMH TIOPbMaMH...»

Ecnu 061 Manenpkas 6abouka cMOTpeTa Ha HETo, IMoKa To-
BOPWJIA, TO OHA YBHJIeNa Obl, 4TO €ro CMyTHAsl yJIbIOKa OKame-
Hena. XOoTs, CKopee BCero, oHa Obl HUUETO He OHSUIA.

«OHu He oiMHAKOBBIE!» — cKa3aj oH pazapaxeéHHo. Ho 3a-
TEM cpasy JKe OHH3HJI TOH.

«Ther I[O6paﬂaCB H0 3TUX MCCT... — IIPU3HAJT OH. — HYMaIO,
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YTO ThI JOCTOMHA, YTOOBI 51 clienaj Tede noaapok... [logenuncs
¢ T00OH, OJTHOIO TAHOM.»

OH Hauvan marath BOKpYyr e€ MajneHbKoH Basbl. HaBepHo,
3TO OBLIO CIMHCTBEHHBIM JIBIDKCHUEM B €T0 ITYCTBIHHOM 3aJIe.

«S1 nomxeH obneryuTh Tebe MPUHATHE PEIICHUS...» — CO-
TJIACUIICS OH.

«laxxe ManeHbKas, HEBHHHAs OLIMOKAa MEIIAET TBOEMY
CYXJIeHUI0, MuJiast roirybas 6abouka.»

«Korma-to s pacckazan tebe, 0 6aboukax U3 MOEro caja.
Jlymato, 4T0 HacTao Bpems pacckas3athb Tede, 1 0 6aboukax ¢
MO€EU CTEHBL.»

OH ka3zancs 3agyMunBbIM. Ka3ancs criokoiHbIM.

OH npomomKan XoAuTh BOKPYT HEE...

«...ThI yBEepeHa 4TO OHU OMHAKOBBI, IOTOMY YTO OHH OJIU-
HAKOBO KPAaCHUBBI, HE MIpaBa 1 ?»

Manenbkas 6abouka coOupanach yTo-To ckazars. Ho 3arem
noaymMaia, 9to ObUIo Obl IPEANOYTHTEIbHEE TIPOMOTYATD.

«boree Toro, BO3MOXKHO, — ThI IOJDKHA OBLITA 3AMETHUTH 3TO
— MOSI CT€Ha UMEeT MPEUMYIIECTBa, 0 CPABHEHHUIO C MOUM
CazioM.»

«...JlefictBuTenpHO, 6A00YKH, YKpaIIaromue e¢, — moaaep-
KHYJ OH, — KpacUBEHIIIHE M3 BCEX, YTO KOTA-TH00 JIeTalH B
MOWMX IBIIIHBIX CaJlax.

[TocMoTpH, Kak UX Kpacku BCE enié OJIecTAT Ha CONHIE...

Kpacku oTOOpHBIC, OTHU U3 CAMBIX JIYUIIHX.»
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[omy0as 6abouka TO cMoTpena Ha Moionoro kopois. To
B3I €€ OITy>K/al 10 MHOTOIIBETHOM CTEHE.

«3Haelb, — CKa3ajl OH, U Ha MHT OCTAHOBHIICS, YTOOBI
B3IVISIHYTh Ha He€, — 6a00YKM M3 MOETO Cajia... TOXKE HE JKU-
BYT BEYHO.»

«[locne MHOTHX BpeMEH Tojia, MPUXOAUT 3UMa, OT KOTOPOI
HHUKTO HE MOXKET CIPSATATHCH...

Torma st HUX HaCTyMaeT 9ac, KOTa TOJIBKO MOsl CTEHA MO-
JKET 3aIUTHUTH UX.)»

«Hapneroch, Temeps Thl OHMMACHIb MEHs, MaJIeHbKasi Oa-
0ouKa...

...VIX KpbUTBS, BAAJIM OT MEHS, TIPOTIAIHN OBI.

A BO3MOXXHO, U BOOOIIC HHKOIZA HE OBLIM ObI CO3JaHBI.
Ecnu Hekrap Moux caioB aji UM XH3Hb... M eciu oH Korja-
TO YKPACHJI UX MPEKPACHO CII0KEHHBIMHU TEJIAMH.

Ecnu Moil caj HeEyBfJaeMbIX LIBETOB M HENOBTOPUMBIN
CBET Ka)XKJIOTO BPEMEHHU T0Ja MOJAPHIN UX KPBUIbSIM COBEp-
IIEHHYIO KPacoTy, MpeKpacHEeUIMe pacBeTKu... Toraa oHu u
BIPaBIY MOTYT, M TIO CyTH YK€ TIOMAJH CIO/Ia.

DTa MOs CTeHa, JUISI HUX — BEYHOCTb.»

«Bmamm ot MeHs OHM TTpomany Obl HaBCETAA...» — MEIJICH-
HO TIOBTOPHJI OH.
«S1 xe peTIoKUIT UM HEOCTHKUMOE | »

['omy6as 6abouka MoYyBCTBOBAA, YTO XOJIOJIEET.
OnHako, B TO YTPO COJHIIE TIOKA3aJI0Ch €1 KTYUHM. ..
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«Ho TbI Takxke HempaBa, — cka3ai oH ed. — Kak Tel Mo-
Kellb TOHATh, UMEHHO 37IECh U HAXOIUTCA UCTOUYHUK pa3iiu-
quid Mex 1y HUMH. HeT, cTeHa, KOTOpyto Thl BUUILL — 3TO HE
TO JK€ CaMO€, YTO MOH CaJIbl.»

«Mos creHa — 3TO KoHell. MoM caabl — 3TO BCEro JHUIIb
Havayo!»

«...Y Te0s ecTh paBo BBIOOPA.

Tl MOXemb ObITH J00OABJICHA HA CTEHY C CETOJHSIITHETO
. Vnu e mpeanodects BHaYajle OMbSIHEHUE OT HEKTapa
MOHX ILIBETOB.»

«Y Tebs ecTh paBoO BbIOOpA, MajieHbKast Oabouka.
Ho TbI HUKOT]a HE CMOXKEIITb YOeKaTh!»

OH nomeHs1 UBETOK B €€ Base. A 3aTeM coOpajcs yXOIUTb.
JIOM 151 10 T€CTHUIIBI, OCTAHOBUIICS M BEPHYJICS, UTOOBI B3IVIS-
HYTb Ha HEE.

«Tb1 ymana, — ckazaji OH, — 4TO 0a00YKH C MOEW CTEHBI

COTNPOTHBIISITCH MHE?»
«Wnm, MOXeT OBITh, 9TO 51 X 0OMaHYI?»
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«...MaJio KTo U3 HUX HE OIEHUJ Obl MOEH CTEHBI, MaJICHb-
Kast 6abouka.

[Toutu Bce oHM, eciu ObI 3HAIM O HEH, TOTYAC JKE 3aX0TENN
OBl OKa3aThCs Ha HEH.

[ToaTomy 51 epxy e€ B TailiHe, MajieHbKas 0abouka. Mecta
Ha HE, €CTh TOJNBKO JJIS1 HEKOTOPBIX CYACTIMBUIL.»

«Hy 4ro?
Pa3Be Teneps Mosl cTeHa He KpacuBa?y

«Tenepb, KOoraga oHa MOXXCT JapOBaThb, TOJILKO KU3HL?»
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...IIpuienmue THU CHOBAa MOKA3aJIMCh € HECKOHYAEMbl-
MU. JI0KHO OBITh, MX OBLIO MHOTO... E€ IIBETOK 3acoX.

OH npeanoxui et cBoil mocneqHuit Hekrap... OHa BeInuUiIa
€ro, KaKk HA CTPAHHO, YTOOBI TPOJOJIKHUTH JKUTh.

B e¢ mpicnmsax Omyxman u Apyrod mBeTOK. TOT, KOTOpBI
KOTJIa-TO CKa3all e, 4ToOBl OHa oOpaiaia BHUMaHKE Ha I1Be-
Ta... I oHa 3ameuasna nera Bokpyr ceds. Ho eii kazanock, 4to
B ATOM 3aJi€ BCE L[BETAa 03HAYAIH CMEPTb.

Omna BcrioMHIJIA PEKyY, KOTOpasi KOTIa-TO ToKa3aia e JBH-
xenue. M ona oOpamnana BHUMaHHE Ha JBHXKCHUS BOKPYT
ce0st. Ho mopxanue 6a004ek B €ro IBETYIINX Cagax HE MOTJIO
03HAYaTh JKU3Hb...

HouHoe cymiecTBo MOMIO JMIIb OLIYTHTh €€ OoJbIine
KpbUTbs... Ho KpbUthst 0a004ek, HAXOMMBIIHECS TIEpe]] HElo,
ObLIM TakuMH OonbIMMHU. Kak ke OHM OKa3ajauch Ha TOM
crene?

Kak e oHM BRIHOCHIIM JKM3Hb B T€X caﬂax?

Kaxk?
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Ona npoBena MHOXKECTBO JIHEH B opnHOYecTBE. B Momya-
Huu. Koposb mpuxoaui U yXoaui, JTUIIb OCTaBIsAsA 3a CO00I0
ofuH 1BETOK. OH KaX/blii pa3 crpammBaji €€ OIHO U TO JKE€.
Wnorna ona orBewana. MHorma Obiia CIMIIKOM YCTaBILEH,
4TOOBI TOBOPUTb.

E€ maneHpKas Baza yXe HE Ka3aJlach €l TECHOMU, KaK BHa-
yasie. OHa MOYTH MPUBBIKIA K €€ Y3KUM CTEHKAM U JaIEKOM
kpbiike. K o6ctanoBke Bokpyr He€... K kamuHy, moracumm
(akenam u 3amepToMy CyHIYKY.

MoxeTt ObITh, OHA TPUBBIKIIA TAJKE K CTCHE, KOTOPYIO BUJIC-
na mepen coooit. Jlaxe k Heil. K Toil OKpOBaBICHHOM CTEHE.
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Korna xoposib moAHsIICS 1O JIECTHUIIE, OH YBHUJIEN, 4TO €€
TeJI0 OECCHIIBHO JIEKUT Ha THE CTEKIITHHOM Ba3bl. OH CIIEIIHO
MOIOIIEN K HEH...

OTKpBLIT KPBIIIKY, BEIHYJ 3aCOXIINNA BETOK U 3aT€M JIETKO
noyn BHYTph. Kazanochk, 4To €ro AbIXaHUe Jallo KU3Hb Ma-
JICHBKOM 0a0ouKe.

Ona cnierka npunoaHsuIack. B3rmsHyna Ha MOJIOIOTO KOpPO-
JIs1 ¥ 3aT€M CHOBA 3aKphblia IJa3a.

«Hy 4ur0?» — cipocui oH e€.
Ona He oTBeTHJIA.

OH GecuryMHO OIYCTHIICS Ha KOJIEHU Ha TTOJTY PSIJIOM C HEIO.
OcraBuB €€ KPbIILIKY OTKPBITOM. .

OH nonroe BpeMs MpooJKal cMOTpeTh Ha He€. Ha 6abou-
KY, YIaBIIYIO Ha JHO Ba3bl.

«...babouku m3 Moero cama roBOpAT, YTO S 3HAO BCE, —
HpoHU3HEC OH OeclesbHO. — M 4To y MeHs ecTh OTBET Ha BCE
BOIPOCHL...»

«[Touemy ThI OTBepraenib MeHs, MajneHbkas 0abouka?»

Ero ronoc pasnuics TemioM BOKpYT HEE.

«Korna Tl nerana», — ckazal OH...

«Korza TBOM MaJieHbKHE KPbUIbSl PACKPBIBATUCH HA BETPY
U COJIHIIE TIPOHM3BIBAJIO X CBOMMH JIy4aMH, OHH OOpeTain
CHUsIHUE HeOa.

A Korja OHHU 3aKpbIBAIUCh — KaK TE€Hb, OMYCKABIIASCS Ha
OKpauHbI Jieca, — OHU OOpeTalu TEMHBIA 1BET OKEaHOB...
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[{BeT, mogoOHOTO KOTOPOMY HET B JIECY...»
«OcTaHbCs CO MHOM, MaJICHbKas 0a0o0YKa...»

«HuxTo npyroii He MOXKET YBUIETh TBOKO KPacoTy...
Mosker, gaxe Tbl caMa.
Tonbko 1...»

«[Iponeru st MEHSI OHO JIMIIb MTHOBEHHE, a 3aTEM YIIe-
Tan...»

Manenpkas 6abodka oOparmia Ha Hero cBou B3mIAA. OHa
YBHJIENIA €T0 CUAIIUM Ha Toiny. OH J0TparuBajcs oJHOH py-
Ko# J1o e€ Ba3bpl. Panble oHa obOemraia camoi cebde, 4To HH-
KoT/ia OOJIBIIIE HE 3aTOBOPUT C HUM...

«...Ilorimgém BMecTe... — ¢1a00 MOCIBIMLAICA €€ TOJI0C. —
OctaBb CBOM 3AMOK H YXO/IH CO MHOM...»

Kopoub pe3ko 3amonyait. 3arem oTnpsHy Ha3al. MeyieHHO
TIOJTHSIJICSL M BHOBD 3aKPbLI CTEKIISIHHYIO Basy.

OH noBepHyJIcs B ApyTyIo cTopoHy. [IpuHsics XoauTh B OT-
TaJICHUH MEIUICHHBIMU IIaraMu, CJIOBHO TaKUM 00pa3oM emy
yIaBaJI0Ch YCKOJIB3HYTh U3 CETEH €€ KPBUIBEB...

«MHe yiTtu?» — 3acMesisicsi OH Torja.
«Kyna s moiigy?»

«Jlanexo...
Tyna, Tae Tel €€ HUKOrga He CTyIalL»

«3aueM?»

«...be3 mpuuuHsL...»
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OH 3acmestnics CHOBa, 0e3MATEkKHO, Kak OyATO YTO-TO 3a-
0ass10 ero. Bo3amoxxHo, OHa.

Manenbkast 6abouka mocmorpena nepen codoi, Ha MEPT-
BbIE KPbUIbsl HA KAMEHHOM CTEHE.

«Tb1, KOTOpBII HamEn JUI BCETO KaKylo-TO MPHYUHY, —
HpOIIENTala OHA, — CKaKH MHE, 3a4eM ThlI JIe1aellb BCE 3TO?»

Ho xoposb, HaBepHO, HE yCIIbIan €€, MOTOMY 4TO COBCEM
HE 3aCMesIcs.

Tonbko CHyCcTs HEKOTOpOE BpeMs, OH MOJYa MOAOMIEN K
okHy. CKIIOHMJICS HapyXy; JNajeKO BHU3Y BUJHEINCH €r0o
MHOTOIIBETHBIE cajibl. HaBOAHEHHBIE KPBIIbsIMU 0a00UEK. ..

OH Hayas roBOpHUTH; OOJBIIIE C BETPOM, YEM CO CBOEH Ma-
JICHBKOH 3aKJIIOU€HHOH. «...BONBIIMHCTBO M3 HHX...», — CKa-
3a]l OH, BOCKpeIlasi B MaMSTH BCE, YTO pa3elisil C HUMHU...
Vike MHOTO JIeT...

«...DOJNIBIIMHCTBO N3 HUX HUKOTIAa HE OKAKETCSI B 3TOM 3aJI€.
1o kpaiiHeil Mepe, moKa OHH €lI€ MOTYT JIETATh.»

«Hexortopbie U3 HUX, MHE O€3pa3TUYHbI COBEPLICHHO. ..

OuepTanus U LBET UX KPbLIbEB, HUKOT/IA HE PaJI0BAId MHE
as...

OHu yracHyT 1 MCYE3HYT B ajuresix Moero cana. Kak Oyaro
HE KWIA HA OTHOTO MTHOBEHHUS.»

«/Ipyrue e, HUCKOJIBKO HE 3aTPyAHUIINA MEHS.
[lorpy3nnuce B HEKTap, NPEMJIOKEHHBIM MHOKO, U €T0 UM
XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI BBIITUTH JI0 JIHA BCIO CBOIO KH3HB.»
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«Haxownert, cpenyu HUX ecTh U Apyrue 0ab0uKu...»

«pyrue — MoxeT ux OBLIO MaJlo, MOXET JOCTAaTOYHO,
A yXKe He MOMHI0, — KOTOpBIE KOTZa-TO OKAa3aJuCh B 3TOM
3aine. Koropsie mymanu 6e3paccyaHo, YT0 CMOTYT BOCHPOTH-
BUTHCS MHE.

Ho u oHM momkHBI OBUTM OTHAXIBI BHIOPATH... CMEPTH B
OJTHO JIUIITH MTHOBEHHE.

Wi npoasnieHrne O€CKOHEYHOM KI3HMU.»

« Tl 3HaeMIb, YTO OHH BHIOPAIIH.
To e, 9TO ¥ ThI OTHAXK/IBI BHIOEPEIIIb... ITO HE MOTJIO OBITH
MHaue.»

«IlocMoTpu Ha HUX Teneps!

Omnu neTarT Mo MoeMy caiy. JIeTaloT psgaoM co MHOM,
OHU CYACTIIUBHL...

Mx kpacku cBepKalT Ha COJHLE, KaK OyATO HUKOIIA He
3HaIHM Moero 3aja... Kak OyaTo UM HUKOTa HE CYK/IEHO YKpa-
CHTb €rO0...»

«S Temepp UX cuacThe, MajJeHbKas 6abouka!

S ¥ TONBKO 1.»

On obGepHyrcs Kk Heil. Ero B3 BeTpeTmiics ¢ e€ B3MIs-
TIOM.
«Cornacuchk», — CKa3aja OH CH.

«Ob6emaro Tebe: co BpeMeHEM Thl 3a0y/Iellb Halll MaJICHb-
KU YTOBOP...

U torma, OGecnievanbHO MPOJOJDKUIID KUTh B MOUX IIBIIII-
HBIX CaZax.»
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OH nonomén K BepuIMHE BUHTOBOM JIECTHULIBI.
OcTraHOBWJICS Ha TIEPBOIL, @ MOXKET HA TOCIIETHEN CTYIIEHb-
KE CBOCTO 34MKa ¥ BHOBb O0CPHYJICS, YTOOBI B3IJISTHYTh HA HEE.

«Co BPEMCHEM Ba6y,H€H_IB " Tbl, MaJICHbKAas1 0abouka...»

«...Bce 3a0BIBaIoOT...»

E I

Koponb, numb u3penka npuxoJui U OCTaBIsUl B €€ Base
[BETHI.

Ho Beuepamu, mponeTaBIIMMK OAWH 32 JIPYTUM, YKe CTa-
HOBWJIOCH TipoxiaaHo. U romybas 6abouka yxe JaBHO Kaxk-
TyI0 HOYb YyBCTBOBasia Xonol. [[Ber Heba moremHen, u 00-
JaKa BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH PHHOCHUITH C COOO0M KaIlTh TOMKIS.

A BeTep — 3amax BJIa)XXHOTO Jieca.

babouka yxe nmpuBbIKIIA.
K xonony u omunouectny. K obnakam u ceipoctu. Moxer
OBITh, OHA IPHUBBIKIIA TaXke K HeMy. [lake K MOJIOZIOoMY KOPOITIO.

[ToaToMy Ha He€ HE MPOU3BEN BIEUYATICHUS €TI0 MPUXOI B
OJIVH JICHb, TAKOM )K€, KaK M BCE OCTAJILHBIE.

He yauBuio u o, 4T0 OH NpuOAM3MI K HEW CBOM OOJbIINe
ma3a. TonpKo KOrJja OH CHOBA CIPOCHII €€, €r0 CII0Ba MoKa3a-
JIMCH € CJIOBHO M3MEHUBIIUMHCH. .
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«Hy 4ro?» — cnipocun oH...
«Tw1 pemma, ManieHbKas 6abouka?
CeromHs, TBOM MOCIIETHNAN JICHb 3/I€Ch.»

Ona ¢ TpynoM npunojHsia cBoé Temnblie. Ero cimosa mpo-
MEJIBKHYJIM B €€ MBICIISX U TOTYAC K€ NPONAJIv, HE IPUBJIEK-
I €€ BHUMAaHU4.

«Ckaxu MHE», — MPOJOJKUI OH, U B OUYEPEAHON pa3 Npu-
HSUICA XOAWTH BOKPYT He€... BHayasme oH mogomén K paMkam
Ha CBOEH CTEHE.

A 3areM Kk oTKpbITOMY OKHY. [l03aq1 Hero noHocuics apo-
Mar BETYLIHUX CaJI0B.

Ona yxe ycrana. U Bc€ kazanoch el TUILIEHHBIM CMBICIIA.
Ho ecnu Obl OHa HE OTBETHIIA, TO, HABEPHO, OH OBl CHOBA TIC-
peCIpOCHII €€.

«Yro OBl s HU BBIOpaa, — cKasaja OHa TOTIA, — ...pSTIOM C
TOOOI0 HE UMEET 3HAYCHHUS. .

Tl — eqMHCTBEHHAS CMEPTH!»

JIno Koposs cilerka NoMpayHelo.
Ho e€ cnoBa npoMenbKHYIM B €r0 MBICISAX U yraciii, He
IPUBJIEKIIA €T0 BHUMAHUSL.

[lewanp n300pa3uiach B €ro CIIOKOMHBIX, TOTYOBIX TTa3ax.
Cr1oBHO KaKo#-TO HEOOBSICHUMBIN HHTEpEC.
«Mwunas HeBUHHAs 0a00YKa...» — CKa3ajl OH HEXKHO.
«...ThI y’Ke CTOJIBKO BPEMEHU 37€ECh,
U 10 cux mop HUYEro He MOHSIA...»
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OH noTpoHYyICS 10 €€ MaJeHbKOW Ba3bl, MPHOIM3HUBIINCH
K HEW.
«Jlnst koro? — cpocut oH e€... — JIJist Koro s cMepTh?»

«...Jlyg Bcero...»

On ynbiOHyscs. Manenbkas 6a0bouka yausuiack. Ero raza
ToHy M B €€ mnazax. OHa yBUzea, KaK OH OTKPBIBAaeT €€ Ma-
JICHBKYIO Ba3y, a 3aT€M OTHAJISIETCS OT HeE.

«...Ténuple THU y>ke MUHOBAJIN... — CKa3a oH eil. — Cerog-
HS, HACTAJIO BpeMsl TeOe yineTarh.

W s npumén numib 3atem, 94To0bI cKka3ath Tede 00 3TOM.»

«Ho 3Haif, yTo BCKOpe, — A00aBUI OH, — B JIECY, KOTOPBIN
ThI MPEIIOYJIA, PACCTENETCS MOPO3... TOT MOpPO3, OT KOTOPOTO
JaXe Thl HE CMOXKEIITb YKPBITHCS.»

«U toraa ThI Oyemb BBIHYXIeHA BEpHYThCS. M monpocuth
TO, YTO ThI KOTJIa-TO OTBEPIJIA...»

«S1 Oymy 3mech.»
«..., MOXeT OBbITh, CMOTY MTPOCTUTDH TEOSL.»

Manenbkas 6abouka C TPpyaOM B3JICTCJIA, HAa BEPX CBOCH
CTEKJISHHOM Ba3bl.

«Ho mepen TeM Kak THI yIETHIIb, S XOUY CKa3aTh TeOe Koe-
YTO HAMOCIEOK... — BEKJIMBO MPOU3HEC OH... — S x0oTenm Obl
MOMPOCUTH TEOSI 0 MATFOCEHBKOM OJI0JKCHHUH. )

«Ecnu xouenip, MOXKeEIIb cIETaTh 3TO...

Jlnst Te0st 3T0 OyAeT CyIIui MyCTSK...»
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OH cHOBa YIBIOHYICS.

«[Ipuzemmuce, npomry Tebs... [Ipu3eMincy B MOMX MbITI-
HBIX cafax. [lomerait cpean Monx GecuncieHHbIX 6abouek. U
1OroBOpH ¢ HUMH... Ckaku uM 000 MHe. CKaXKu UM BCE, 4TO
X04elib... O TOM, 9TO ThI TIEPEKHUIIA. ..

Torma TeI MOMMEIIH, MajieHbKasg 0a00YKa.)»

«OHHM HEe CMOTYT ycIblaTh Te0s!

S pomun u BeipacTia ux! S omuH... S MPUHAT U 3aUTUI
uX. S MpeuIoXK T UM TO, YeTo Thl He cMoTJIa ObI HUKOT/IA!

N36aBnenue!»

OH npuOIU3UICS K HEH.

«S1 mpenyioxkun UM Benuuaniumii gap... JKusus!

N30aBneHune, OT HUX caMuXx!»

OH moaomén K HeH BITIOTHYO... MOXKET OBITh, TOATOMY €T0
TOJIOC 3a3Byyall AJIsl He€ MO-UHOMY...

«Ynerait! — TONBKO U CKa3aj OH €il. — YJeTail, MaJIeHbKas
6abouka.»

«Tbl HUKOMY HE HYKHA...»

«...OTO TBI 1711 HUX — CMEPTH!

Thl — 1714 BCEro ’KUBOTO CMEPTH!»

«Yneraii!»
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«Ymeraii.»

Omna ApO’Ka BLICKOJIb3HYJIa U3 OKHA.

...IIpuzemnunace B €ro MBETYIIUX Cajax. 1/
babouku Bokpyr He€ neranu, kKak u mnpexzae. OHa xorena :
3aKpu4aTh UM. M cka3atb UM, 4TOOBI OHU YJIETaJHN. .
YToObI OHU B IPyTOM MECTE COOPATHCh U 3aCUSIH, PA3BEH-
Bast OJieck ero (aabIIMBOTO MHUpa!
Ho ona Hruero He Mora ckasark... M1 Kopoinb HECOMHEHHO
ycMexaucs, sl Ha He€ u3 OKHa OalHu.

Ona coOpaa mocyieTHie OCTaTK! CHUIL.

[TonHsmack BEICOKO, HaJ TEMM CaJaMH M TEMH 0a00YKaMHU.
Jlocturia kpaéB ero HEOOBITHOTO 3aMKa. 3aMeplia B BO3IYXE
Ha KpOIIeYHbIH MUT. M 3aTeM, OIMHMM-CIMHCTBEHHBIM B3Ma-
XOM MaJICHBKUX KPBUIBIIIEK, OCTaBUIIA M03aa1 ceOs KaMeH- R
HBIE CTEHBI. .

yJ'IeTa)I, HaBCTpCUy HOCHGI{HGﬁ BCCHC IIO30JIOYCHHOT'O
Jeca...
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HeBecompble TUCThsI IEPEBHEB YKE YU HA 3eMITI0 — Karl-
M HEOOBITHOTO JTOXKJIA...

...OcTaByss mo3aau cedst Cyxue TeHH, OKyTaHHbIEC TYCKJION
yTPIOMOCTBIO HeOa. A Ta BCKOPOCTH CMEHHUIIACh 3MMHUMH MO-
po3amH.

Pexa uccakna. Y3kue o3epua, OCTaBIIMECS OT HEE, 3aTBEP-
JIeTv, IPUHSAB CTPAHHBIE OUE€PTAHMUS.

HemuorouncnenHas efa yMeHbIIMIACh elI€ OoMblle, HO Te
U3 JKUBOTHBIX, YTO 3aMACIHCH €10, 10-BUIUMOMY, CMOIJIH BbI-
KUTh. [[pUBBIYHBIE K HACTPOCHUSAM NPUPO/IBI, OHU CHOBA BIIa-
JIM B CIISTYKY WM YKPBUTUCH B CBOUX TEIIIBIX YOEKHUITIAX.

A momenmui CHET, KOIrja OH MOWIEN, He 3acTall HUYEro,
KpOME IyCTBIHHOM 3eMJIU, ¥ HAKPBUI €€; €ro KPUCTAIUIbI Of1e-
JIM TOJIbIE BETKHU.

...I[BIX&HI/IC BCTpa OMYIIAJIOCh BE3AC, KaK HEKOJICOMMBIIT
IIpHU3HAK HOBOH >KM3HH...

41 TaM, — B PaHCHBIX JICCHBIX ,Z[€6pSIX — Oejble MeTean
CIUIENTA MaHTHIO 3aMKa.
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l'onmy6as 6abouka Tak U HE BEPHYIAC.

Hu ot npukocHOBeHHUS A0XK/CH, HU OT yapa KpbUIbeB MO-
po3a.

U nevans pa3Besia, HaAEKIbl MOJIOZOTO KOPOJIS.

3arauBIuasics B CTEHAX Biara IpeBpaTuiIach B JIEN, U Tpe-
MWHBI YBETHYIIHCH enié 6ombmie. Ho emy 0110 BCE paBHo...
HasepHo, oH ucnpaBui ObI UX BECHOH.

Ero canpl yBsinu. Jlenectku HeyBsijaeMbIX LIBETOB 00paTH-
JIMCh B TIbUIb, CKOJIb3sl HA BETpy... HO OH He mbITancs ux 3a-
IIUTHUTb.

B Ty 3umy oH npornan Bcex ciyr. OH X0Teln, 4TOObI HUKTO
HE BUJIEI €T0.
W cam He x0T HUKOTO BUJIETb.

...OH B olMHOYECTBE OJTYKIaJI MO TIOKOSM CBOETO 3aMKa. B
OIMHOYECTBE HOCHJI JIPOBA B 3aCHEKEHHYIO OAIITHIO.

babouku B ero caiax MeJJICHHO yraciu. A TeX, YbUMH Ipe-
KpPacHBIMH pacI[BETKAMHU OH KOTJa-TO BOCXHIIAJICS, OH caM
yOuI1, cam 3aKiIro4nI B OosbIue paMku. Pamku crapsie, a He-
KOTOpbIe HOBBIC. [[0TECHMIT HEKOTOPBIX cTapbix Oabodek... A
APYTuX BHIOPOCHIL.

U 3arem nmoBecuI HX B CaMOM BBICOKOM 3aJle...

OnHako OH J0JITOE BpeMs HE MOAHUMAJICA TyAa.
Jlnst Hero HUYero He 3Ha4YmiIo0 yBUaeTh ux. [loiroboBaThes

HNMH, KaK IIPEKIC.

[Ipo3paunble KpbUIbS HA PaBHOLYIIHBIX CTCHAX Ka3aJIUCh
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Ternepb JUIEHHBIMU CMbICTIA.

[lo mpuBBIYKE OH WHOTJA 3aTaIuTMBaj OOJBIION KaMHH.
[To mpuBBIYKE OTOABUTAN [UIMHHYIO 3aHABECH, PACCMATPHUBAs
cBoMX MEPTBBIX 0aboyek. OH BCIIOMUHAN TOT/A HE3HAYAIINE
MTHOBEHHS, CIIOCO0, KOTOPHIM 3aMaHWJI KaXIyH W3 HHX.
CroBHO mpe/iaBasich CTpaHHOHN UTPe yMa.

Kax on oOmaHyn ux, Kak 3aBiIEK B IBeTymue caasl. M kak
JICTKO OHHU OTJAJIMCh B €T0 CETH. ..

[lo mpuBBIYKE OH 3aIBUTAN TKAHYIO 3aHABECH, TIPEIKIE YEM
BEPHYTHCS B OCTAJIbHBIC MTOKOU CBOETO 3aMKa. [1o mpuBbIUKe
CMOTpEJI CKBO3b CTEKJIA 3AMEPTHIX OKOH.

...3a TIpe/ieNbl CISAIMX CaJoB U OOAPCTBYIOIIUX KPEMOCT-
HBIX cTeH. Yero e oH oxuman?

ITo IIPUBBIYKEC OH CIIaJl U CJI. ITo IIPUBBIYKC KWJI U AbIIIAI B
CBOEM HETOJBUKHOM MHUpe.

A B Jipyrue HU, 1IeTbIE JHU, Ta CTEHA Ka3a1ach €My €I1H-
CTBEHHOM BEIIbIO, UMEBIIICH 3HAUCHUE.

OH n0BMII ce0s1 HA TOM, YTO CHOBA BCIIOMHHAIL... [TocTOsSHHO
IyMai 0 COOTa3HEHHBIX UM KPBUIBSX.

Torga oH BHOBH MOAHUMAJICS B KPACUBBIN, JIFOOMMBIM UM
3a1... Camuiicst B TSDKENOE KPECIIO, M MOJTYa pa3miis/IbiBal He-
SCHBIE CKJIAJIKU BpeMeHHU. Tepsicss B HUX. C KaXIbIM pa3oM
Bcé OoJiee u Ooiee...
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On IIPOCTO YXOAWJI M BO3BpAIIAJICA, HC IOKHWAAA 3daJIa HU
Ha MMUI.

Co BpeMeHEM OH TepecTall 3aKpbIBaTh TKAHYIO 3aHABECH.
W naxce He BCIIOMHHAJ O TOM, YTOOBI 3aK€4b OTOHb B KAMHUHE.

ToJbKO BEYHOH TEHU 3MMBI II03BOJISUI OH BXOIUTH CKBO3b
00JIBIIIOE OKHO.

[TokpbIBaTh CBOMM TYCKJIBIM CBEYCHUEM IOKA €IIE MHOTO-
[[BETHYIO CTCHY.

[ToremueBmHe (akesbl, ¥ CBOE TTOCEPEBILEE CEPIIILIE.

Co BpeMeHeM OH IepecTan ecTb... M kak Oyaro 3a0bu1 00
OCTaJIBHBIX 3TaXKaX CBOETO 34MKa.

OH nuIIb TPOOIIKAN CO3EPLATh CBOU JICPEBSIHHBIC PAMKH.

[pubnmxancs K HAM, MBITASACH MOTYYILE Pa3TIsIeTh CBO-
ux 0abouek. Ho oHu yxe Oonblie HA 0 4EM HE HATIOMHHAIN
eMy...

OH OTXOIMII B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI BHUMATEIFHO PACCMOTPETh
ux Bcex. Ho emy yixke ObLIO HEUETO YBHICTb.

Jlo Tex mop moka, NOCTENEHHO, OH HE MepecTall AyMaTh O
yéM-m60. [lepecran cunrars yacel. M T€ 1HH, 9TO MPOXOAH-
7Y, HE YCIIEB HAYaThCAl. ..

[locrenenHo OH mepecTasn, MPOCTO-HAMPOCTO, CYLIECTBO-

BaTh...

A 3aTCM, B OHY TUXYIO 3UMHIOI0 HOYb, TAKYIO K€ KaK U BCC
OCTaJIbHBIC, KOIrJa OH 00eCcCHIICHHO OITyCTHJICA Ha KaMCHHBIN
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T0JI, Topsivast cjae3a BhITEKIIA U3 ero rofyobIX Iias.

[To3agu He€ MpPOSCHUICS, BEYHO HEM3MEHHBIH, 00pa3 ero
HETIOKPBITOW CTEHBI. Ero IpIxaHue npepBajoch, U Ka3ajaoch,
YTO BPEMs OAXOAMT K KOHILY.

OH MeaJIeHHO NMPOBEN KOHYMKAMHU MAJbLEB MO HCCOXIIUM
IEKaM.

N3HOoCHBIIMICS OOMUK, MPEBPATUBILHUICS B Ty>KO€ JIHIIO.

OH cxan KyJlaki U30 BCEX OCTABLIMXCS CHJL.

WM ncnyiieHHbIM UM KPHK, CIIOBHO OH BCEIZA XOTEI JTOTO,
IPOH3UI — Hapacras BCE IpoMY€e U IPOMYE — €ro MEPTBYIO
OallHIo.

VYike ¢ yTpa CIeAyroLero JHs, OH CHOBA 3aKEr OTOHb B IO-
TyXLIEM KaMUHE.

Bcras Ha KosleHH, OTBOPUII MaJICHbKUH 3aII€PThIA CYHIYK.

U, GepexxHO CHSB ONIHY 3a JPYTOi paMKH CO CBOEH CTEHBI,
CHOBA B OIMHOYECTBE 3amepcs B OOIBLIOM 3all€...
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...Korna, HakoHe, npuiuia BecHa, JieC MoKa3ai, Kak CHJIb-
HO OH XJal e€...

[TenuBIasics peka gana el MomnuTh.

W Ta ogenack B 00IHYbE KUBOTHBIX.

Oobnaka, pacCTyNHMBIIMCH BOKPYT He€, MOAapWin el HeOo.
Torma oHa oxenach B 00JIAYbE TITHII.

Onny 3a npyroif jgec ucuenu e€ 6ecuncieHHbIE paHbl, Aa-
Bas el MECTO, YTOOBI OTIOXHYTb...

Onny 3a Jpyroil BecHa yKpacuia ero 0ecuucieHHbIE T10-
JISIHBI, OOPOHSISL TIPU KAXJIOM CBOEM MPHUKOCHOBEHHHU Oi1aro-
yXaHHeE U [IBEThI CBOETO TeJa.

N xorma comHile Opocuiao Ha HeE CBOW caMblid TETUTBIN
B3[JISI/], OHA MOJTYA OTJasIack emy... OuryTuia, Kak €€ HeBeco-
MO€ MaJICHbKOE TEJIO UCTIAPSIETCsl Ha BETPY.

U e€ cepane paccesino, craiiku 6aboyek.

Mononoi KOposib CHOBa CHOKOWHO TYJSAI IO JOPOXKKAM
cBoero cazna. Ero 3aMok ObLT ITyCT; OH OAMH OCTABAJCs 3a €T0
CTEHAMHU.

Ciyru ewmé He MOMy4usd NpUKas3a MPUUTH... A BCeM OT-
IPaBUBLIMM €My [OCJIaHMs OH CKa3aj, 4TO HE XKENAET B 3TOM
rOJly BU3UTOB.

...Ho ero manenbkue 6a00YKHM BHOBb SBHJIMCH B Ha3HAYCH-
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HbIM yac. OHM KOKETIMBO O0Ja4YMIIUCh B U3SIHbIE KPBUIbS U
pacnpocTEPII CBOM TEHU HaJ 3aJMTHIMH COJHEYHBIM CBETOM
[[BETAMHU.

OH e, BepHBIN UM, OBbLT TaM, YTOOBI TIONPUBETCTBOBATH UX
B ouepeHoH pa3. Kak u npexre.

YT100BI HOCMEATHCS... UTOOBI 3aTEPATHCSI BMECTE C HUMH B
KpacKax BECHBI.

W B 3TOM apomare, KOTOpBIM yaepkHBajd HX... KOTOpbIii
CIIaJIKO HABOIHSUT Y3KUE JIOPOXKKH, MSTKO OPOAMII CPEeAr Bep-
XyLIEK JAEPEBBEB, a 3aTEM YCTPEMIISIICS TAJIEKO B JIEC.

Koponb Bcerna Obu1 Tam, 4TOOBI BCTPETUTH OaboueK, KOTO-
pbI€ CIIETAIHCh, CIEIys 32 apOMaTOM.

YrtoObl MOKa3aTh UM PEIKHE M UyACeCHBIC, HCKOMBIC UMHU
pactenus... HeoObruaiinbie epeBbs.

YT0OBI BEXKIIMBO TIPOBECTH HX MO CBOEMY 34MKY.

[Toka3aTb UM ManeHbKUEe KOMHATKH, OonbInue 3ajbl. [Tokon
C UCKYCHBIM YOPaHCTBOM...

M 4T00BI 3aTEM OCTABUTH MX, BOJLHBIX BEUHO HACIAXKIATh-
Cs1 CBOMM TOJIETOM. be3MATEKHOCTBIO, U CITaIKUM BKYCOM He-
KTapa ux CaJoB.
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bb11 npekpacHblil BECEHHMI I€Hb, KOT/Ia MOSBUIIACH OHA.

OHa 3acTaa ero 3a YTCHUEM, B OJIHOM U3 3aJI0B €ro 3aMKa.
OH cupen, CKIOHUB ToNoBY. [[0rpy3uBIIMCH B CBOM MBICITH. ..

Boxkpyr Hero nmo0uMble Benu 1 peaMeTsl. Bee orn Obun
0€3yCII0BHO BBIOpPaHbI C BHUMAHHUEM, TEPIICHUEM U TPYIAOM.

Ha crene 3a ero cimHOM BUCETH KaPTHHBI, H300pakaBIIIHe
€ro B ObUIOH CJIaBe.

B Te BpemeHa — oueHb JaBHO — KOTja OH oOnadaics B
TIBIITHBIE KOPOJIEBCKUE OACXKIIBI M, BOCCENas HAa TPOHE, CMO-
TpeJ1, KaK CTEITHIINCH TIEpE]l HUM YeIIS/b U BEIIbMOXKH.

B Te BpemeHa, Korma Bce TpeneTaau MpH JBUKEHHUIX €T0
CKHUTIETpA...

Korma oH omyckan ero, 3To o3Havano koner. OOpartHOe
JIBIDKEHHE JIapOBaI0, HOBOE HAYAJIO.

B ero pyku ObiiM HaBEYHO MpemaHbl CIE3BI U CMEPTh.
Yenoseueckas cynp0a u BCE, UTO Ha3bIBAJIU JKU3HBIO.

...Ha GompmiomM nepeBSHHOM CTOJIE, PSAJOM C HUM, TIOKOH-
JMCh CBEKAWIIME LBETHI U3 €ro caja, B IPAaroleHHOU Xpy-
CTaJIbHOM KOp3HHE.

CoutHIlE MPOHUKAIO CKBO3b PACKPBITOE OKHO.

Kaxk nponukia u ona.

Ero 3omotucThie Tyun OWiaM B MOJ, a 3aT€M HECMEIIO pas-
JINBAJIMCH 10 BCEH KOMHATe.
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OH yBuzen e€ B OONBILIOM 3epKajie, OpXaBIIeH Ha CBETY.
Kacasmielics, JIerko 1 HEOIYTUMO, IIUPOKOTO MOJAOKOHHUKA.

Omna Toxe yBHIena ero B 3epkaie. O06a OHU OCTATNCH TEMH
e, 4TO U PaHbIIIE.

OH NOJIOKMIT Ha CTOJI KHUTY, KOTOPYIO JIepiKall B pyKax.

W nan cBoemy B3IIsAAYy 3aTEpATHCA B 3TOM 3€pKajie, CKpbI-
BaBIeM e€ B ce0e... 3aTeM MOAHSIICS MEeVICHHBIMU JBHKCHH-
SIMHM 1 HaITPaBUJICS B €€ CTOPOHY.

On ocraHoBuics Henopai€éky. OHa ocTaBajach HENOA-
BHOU. OHM CITIOKOMHO MOCMOTPENH YT Ha Apyra. Moxer
OBITh, HA OJHO MIHOBEHHE. MOXKET OBITh, JOJIBIIIC.

[loka on cHOBa He 3aroBopui nepBbIM. CIOBHO BpeMs HE
MPOILIO C TEX MOp, KAK OHA yIeTena. .

«..Th HHUKOMY HC HYKHA...» — CKa3aJl OH TUXO. Ene cnpim-
HO.

«3aueM ThI ABWIACH?)

Manenpkag 60abouka OpUTa OOJIaYEHA B JBIXaHWE COJHIIA.
Kopoib, uyTh mooaasb, CTOSIT B IOTyMpaKe.
«...He 3Ha10... — otBeTHiIa 0HA. — He 3Haro...»

MoskeT, BUHOIO TOMY OBLIO MOJYaHUE, MOXET, BpeMs U
MTHOBEHHE, HO OH COBCEM He 3acMesiics e€ cimoBaM. E€ cmer-
HBIM CIIOBaM...

102

www.b00k.gr

«[louemy ThI HE yneTena 1aneKko?» — TOIbKO U CIIPOCUI OH
eé.

«4 ynerena... Ynerena Ha Kpau Jieca...»
«Torma 3auem?»

Omna cnierka otBena 3. [loka oH, mycTo#, HE OCTaHO-
BUJICS TJIE-TO, TIPEX/IE YEM €Il OTBETHTb...

«...Kyna Obl 1 HE HampaBisIach, B CEpeMHE Jieca BCETaa
HAXOJHUJICS 3a4MOK... A B €T0 CepeInHE CTOsIa OAIlH.»

«TBoli 3aMOK, TeTephb OBbLT JJISI MEHS BCEM JIECOM...»

«Pa3Be Tbl, — BCIIOMHHMJIA OHA JIPYrOM JI€Hb, — HE CKa3aj
MHE 00 3TOM KOrIa-to?»

Ero nuo HU4ero He BbIpaxkaso.

«MHO)k€ECTBO BPEMEH rofia MPOLUIO C TEX MOP U CKPBUIOCH
CHOBA...» — MPOIIENTAN OH; TaK TUX0, 0€3pa3INIHBIN K TOMY,
YTO KTO-HUOYb MOT OBl YCIIBIILIATH €TO.

«...Kax TbI BBIAEpXKATA?»

«Kax TbI BbIIEpKATIa, MaJIEHbKast 6ab0uKa?» — CIPOCUII OH
rpomue.
«31Ma Ha CBOEM IyTH, HAKpbLIA BCE...»

Omna He 3ameTnIa, Kak OH npojasuraincs Bnepén. OqHaxko oH
CHOBAa MEJJICHHO MOAOIIEN K HEH.
Ona nojHsIa CBOM MeYaIbHbIN B30p K €ro Iiiazam.
«Kak u ThI...» — IPOCTO OTBETHUJIA OHA.
«Tax xe...
HWmeHHO Tak.»
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OH npoTsHyN pyKy Haj Hero. TeHb ero naableB MoJrya npo-
cTéprach HaJl €€ MaJleHbKUMU KpPbUIbIIIKaMH. «Thbl HOTKHA
ObL1a IBUTHCS paHblIIe... — CKa3al oH caM cede. — [louemy Th
He SIBUJIACH PAHBIIE...)»

...Ho 1o 6b111 c110Ba, KOTOpbIE HE 3a00TUIT OTBET...

Mpak ero pyku cTaji MeJJIEHHO OIYCKaTbCs B €€ CTOPOHY.
«3a4eM ThI SIBUIACH?

Ckaxu MHE XOTsI OBbI 9TO...»

Ho manenbkas 6abouka He HAILIa IPUYHHEI OTBETHTD EMY.
A y xopossi OosnbIe He ObLIIO TEPIEeHUS KIATh...

Omna yBujena, Kak ero pyka NpUOIHKAETCS U OKYyThIBAET
e€. OmyTuia, KaKk OHa C)KUMaeT €€ Teblle U Kpbulbs... Ero
JUIMHHBIE NAJIBLIBI CIABWIIN €€ €IIE CUIIbHEE, BO3ZMOXHO, IPH-
YHHSUTHA €i1 00J1b, KOT/Ia OH TIOBOpAYMBAJI JIaJI0Hb, YTOOBI YBU-
netb He€. 1 cMexX, BBIPBABIIMIACS Y HETO, KOT/Ia OH BHOBb 00-
HapyKui €€ B CBOEH PyKE, HABEPHO, HEMHOXKO 3aJI€l €€.

Ho ona Huyero He ckazana aaxe Teneps. Eit Hedero ObL10
CKa3arh.

«$I Mory ciioMarb TBOM KPbLIbsl OJJHUM JIBUKEHUEM... — 3a-
TOBOPHJI OH, TPOJIOJIKast cMesThesl. — OTUero, 0T4ero Obl MHE
HE CMATH UX?»

OH noxHsn pyky nosbime. [Ipo3payHblil OroHb CBETHIICS
BHYTPU HEE.

OH B3s11 9TOT OrOHBb ¢ C000I0 B aJlIEW CBOETO 3aMKa. Bcé

OBLIIO HETPOHYTO BOKPYT HHX, Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM e, KaK B Iep-
BBl pa3. YHUKaJbHbIE MaTepuasibl B HENOBTOPUMBIX (op-
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Max... MG6GJ'IB, BBITOUCHHAA YMCIJIBIMU PYKAMMU... Heckonuae-
MBIC 3aJIbl, TIOCTPOCHHLIC IJIA HETO.

OnHako, OHM OTKPBUTH OJHY JBEPh, KOTOPYIO HE OTKPHIBA-
T TIPEXKIE.

JIBepb, 3a KOTOPOI HAaXOAMIACh BUHTOBAS JIECTHUIIA. A Ta
BeJa B OOJIBIION 3all...

B 3an ¢ 3aHaBechio, pacpocTEPTOil Ha OJJHOM U3 CTEH.

...E€ MajieHbKas Ba3a HaXOQWJIACh HA CBOEM CTapOM MECTE.
On Opocun e€ Tenble BHYTPb U COOMpACs 3aKpbITh JIET-
KYIO KPBILIKY.

«TbI 3HACMIb, YTO ITO HE HYXKHO...» — CKa3ajia OHa EMy.

«W BcE€ xe... — yYTHBO MOSACHUI OH. — S| Tak ObI XOoTEeNn —
JyMalo, 9TO U ThI TOXE — BCIIOMHHUTH BCE TPOIIE/IIIIEE. ..)»

OH MSTKO 3aKpbUI KPYITIOE OTBEPCTHUE, U B3sJI C CO00Il €€
CTEKJITHHYIO TIOPbMY, 0€33a00THO HANpaBIssACh K ANHCTBEH-
HOMY OKHY.

310 OB OOMBIION, TOUTH MYCTHIHHBIH 3.
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...T'ory6oi1 Kycouek HeOa 1 BUJI Jieca OXKHIATHN Ha €T0 KParo.
Ho mon auwm, 4yTh Onmke, BUAHETICS PSA JOPOKEK M MOpE
IIBETOB.

«[ToMHUIIB?» — HEKHO CHPOCHII OH...

«IToMHUIIB JIK THI MOM CaJibl, MaJICHbKast 0a00uka?»

OH ocTaHOBHIICA IIEPE] TEM OKHOM.

Ero 3amox npoctupaics, cBeTsCh Ha conHie. BecHa nsena
HIOBCIOLY.

«...Mou orpomHbI€ CTEHBI... — IPONOIDKMI OH. — Te, 4to
y*e HUKOro He 6ecriokosT? Te, 4To HUKTO HE 3aMedaeT?»

OH ouryTuiI Ha CBOEM JIMLIE JIACKY OKPY>KaBILUX apOMAaTOB.
Onu ucrovanuch BOMM3M HETO, 30BSl MBICIH OOpaTHThCA K
HHM.

«CMOTpH, KAKUMH KPAaCUBBIMU KaXXyTcs Mou 6a0ouku. OHH
JIETAIOT TOJBKO ISt MEHSI, Thl IOMHUIIIb 3TO?

B Moux cagax poxIaroTcs U pOoXKIAOT TEX, KOTO CUUTAIOT
CBOMIMU JIETEMHU. »

«...A B CaMblil MUT X CMEPTH, — J00ABHJI OH, — UX KPbUIbS
CTaHOBSITCS MOMMU HaBCET/A...»

Tor ke camblil XOJIOZOK ITPOHU3aJ, KAK U PaHblle, €€ TENb-
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ne. Ho teneps oHa kak OyATO NPUBBIKIA K HEMY.
«TslI IpocuIb TO, — CKazaia OHa, — YTO HUKOTIA He Oyner
TBOHIM...»

Vnpi0ka 3amBena U THXO YBsila Ha ero ry0ax. YieiOka, noi-
Hast noHuManus. Kazanoce, 4To BMeCTe ¢ Heil yraciau U cjioBa
6ab0uKH.

Ho 3arem OH criokOiHO BO3BpATHJICS BHYTPb CBOETro 0OJb-
moro 3ana. [loctaBun €€ Ba3y Ha BBICOKUI KPYIIBIA CTOJIHK,
U €€ CII0Ba BEPHYJIUCH B €T0 TOJIOBY.

«...Mwnnas manenpkass 6abouka, — 3aMETHJI OH, U CHOBa
ynbIOHYNcs. — Thl mepexuiia cToiabko BpeMEH roga. Ho naxe
OHM HE CMOTIIM HUYEMY HAy4HUTh TEOS...»

«TbI mO-TIpeXKHEMY JIeNIaellb T€ e OIUOKHU, YTO U PaH...»

Ero B3misia ObUT CTPOrUM, HO B TO K€ BPEMS Ka3aJcsi HexX-
HbIM. Ero ronoc rimy6oko norpyxaics B He€. ['onoc, meyieH-
HO CKOJIb3UBLIMI, UCTOYAS HA CBOEM ITyTH TEILIOTY.

«Te 6a00ukn... babouku, KOTOPBIX ThI TOJILKO YTO YBHUJIENA,
HE cMOTyT 00JaJaTh HUYEeM U3 TOro, YTO Thl cebe BOOOpa3u-
na... Huuem u3 toro, 4to Thl cama cebe BooOpasuia.

Tb1, MO MaJIeHbKas 0a0ouKa...

Tel, HEe cMoOkeb 00magaTs HuyeM! Hukorma.

A mory.

Mory!»

«CmoTpH, eciu Xouelllb, — CKa3aj OH €, KPENKO XBaTasiCh
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3a OOJIbLIYIO 3aHABECH.
«CMOTpH BHUMATENIbHO, MOS MajieHbKasi 0abouka, Ha paB-
1y, KOTOPYIO ThI KOT/J[a-TO IPOCHJIA...»

«...Tena,
... Tena n xpbuibA...

...BCE mou!»

OH ¢ cuio#t MOTsAHYA K ce0e BOTHUCTYIO TKaHb.
Takum 00pazom, oOHaXxkast CBOIO JIFOOMMYIO CTeHY. Ty cTe-
HY, YTO BEYHO XpaHUJIa OYEBUIHOE JJOKA3aTEIbCTBO €0 CIIOB.

Ha mruoBeHue oH 6ecCHIIbHO 3aCThUI, A/ Ha HeE.

A 3areM BHOBb 00€pHYJCS, YTOOBI MOMIAJAETh HAa 0A00UKY.
[IpiTasch MOHATH 1O KAKOMY-HUOY/Ib €€ IBUKEHHIO, YTO MOT-
JI0 TeTepb CKPBIBAThCSA B €€ TIa3ax.

...Hoquy — KaK CTPaHHO — Ta CTCHA, 4YTO IOABUJIACH IIC-
PpE€a HETO, HE Ka3ajlachb TaKOI>'I, KakK IMpexKIe...

B HCU3MCHAIOIIEMCA 3éMKe, HaBCPHO, TOJBKO OHA U U3MEC-
HHJIAChb.

W Bcsikmid, yBuaeBIIHi €€, cKa3al Obl, 4YTO OHA H3MEHMIIACH

OYEHb CHIIBHO...
Cka3an Obl, YTO OHA M3MEHHUIIACH HABCET/IA.
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Cornacuics 6BI, 4TO TCIICPb OHA CTaJIa SIBHOM.

..OTH pPaMKd — TMOJIHbIE KPbUIbEB — KOTOPbIE KOINA-TO
YKpallaJy Ty CTEHY, HE HAXOJWJINCh HAa HEW B CIIy4YailiHOM rap-
MOHHU. Tenepp yxe HeT.

C10BHO 4bs-TO HEYTOMUMAs pyKa BbIOpasia 11l HUX MecTa,
BHOBb Y BHOBb Pa3BEILUBAs UX.

Onu ObUTH TIOMEIIEHBI BIUIOTHYIO IPYT K APYTY, TIOYTH OOK
0 00K, TIOKa He HAYMHAIIM 00Pa30BBIBATH OTYETIIMBbIC KOHIICH-
TPUYECKHE TYTH Ha IIMPOKOM M3rube cteHbl. Jlyru, uCKyCHO
NOVIMaHHBIE B JIOBYILIKY, MEXAY ITOJIOM ¥ HENPEOJOIUMOM JIH-
HUEH TOTOJIKA.

...Jlyru, pacipsBIIMECs KaK BOJIHA, BCE 1ajiee pacpOCTH-
paBILIKECs, TUIABHO YOBIBas MPH yIaJICHUHU.

Hyru, cmbikaBmmecs, Bc€ Oonee COMMKABIIMECS APYT C
JPYTrOM — KaK CJIMBAaBLIMECS BMECTE JICIIECTKU — B KOHIIE KOH-
110B 00pa30BbIBas LeJIbHBIE KPYTU MO HANPABIEHHUIO K BHOBb
CO3JJAaHHOMY LICHTPY.

Pamxu moxokue, moaxonsiiue APYr ApYyry, Oe3ynpeyHo
pasBelaHHble Ha cTeHe. KoTopble OKyThIBaIM MBICIH U TO-
KOPSUTH B30D...

...l Tam, B IEHTpe BCEX ATUX KPYTOB, B TOM IIEHTPE OOIb-
IIOT0 3ajla — MpPSMO HANpPOTUB OTKPBITOTO OKHAa — BHUCEJA
eul€ o/Ha pamka.

[Ipocras, mycrast 4ETBIPEXYTOJIbHAS PAMKA.

13 camoro KpacuBOTO M MPEBOCXOAHOTO, OYypOTO AepeBa.
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Tomy6as 6abouka xpanuna Momyanue. OHa MPEAIyBCTBO-
BaJla, MOXET OBITh CMYTHO, HESICHO, BCE TO, UTO € MPENCTO-
AJI0 YCJIBIIIATH.

OnuH aMIIb KOPOJIb, CJIOBHO 3a0bIB 000 BCEM MPOM30ILE-
meM 1 000 BCeX paHee CKa3aHHBIX CIIOBAX, MOAOMIEN HEBO3-
MYTHMO K LIEHTPY CBOEH CTCHBI.

OH npuOnu3mics K Hell U MATKO JTOTPOHYNICS 0 TOW Ma-
JeHpKoi pamku. Ourymas e€ yauBUTEIbHYIO TEIUIOTY.

...BeposiTHO, OH OBONBHO H0NTO paccmarpuBai e€. [lourn
He oOpaiiasi BHUMAaHWS Ha CBOK MAaJICHBKYIO 3aKIIOUEHHYIO.
3areMm, He 000paymMBasCh B €€ CTOPOHY, CHOBAa coOpasics 3a-
TOBOPHTb.

...Cna0plil BeTEpOK BXOIUII CKBO3b OTKPBITOE OKHO.

CxkpbiBas B cede, epesi TeM Kak MOAAPUTh €ro 3a11y Ha OJJHO
MTHOBEHHME, 3arax Jieca. 3anax, COTKAaHHbIA HEpa3/IeuMo U3
KOKETJIMBOTO OJTaroyXaHusl IIBETOB M HEMIPEPHIBHOTO JABIXaHUS
JIEPEBBEB.

«Korga-to...»,

— cka3an oH BHadase. Ho ero romoc aporuyin, u ¢hpasa He-
HAJI0JITO OCTANACh HE3aBEPIIEHHOI.

«...JlaBHBIM-TJaBHO», — TIPOIIENTAN OH.
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['omy6as 6abouka mpogomkana 6e3mosncTBoBars. OHa cMO-
Tpena Ha MycTyIo pamKy. M Ha 06pa3, KOTopbIii pH BHIE paM-
KU 3a0bIBaJI, ¥ BCTIOMUHAJ BCE, YTO OH HEKOTIA CTEP U3 CBOCH
HaMSTH. ..

«3T0 OBLIO B TO BPeMsl, KOT/Ia s CTPOKI MOH 3aMOK...
Korma mowu cTeHsl emé He ObIIM BO3BEAEHEI, U S HE MOT
3HATh O BOWHAX, KOTOPBIC HACTYIIAT...»

CnoBa onsTh 3amepiu Ha ero rybax. OH CIIOBHO XOTel mpe-
OJ10J1€Th Ty CTEHY, KOTOPOH rolaMH J1aBall *KU3Hb.

[loka ero B3min He 3aapoxkain. CKOJNB3HYN U 3aTepsuics B
HEBEJOMBIX INTyOWHAX €ro MaJleHbKOW paMKHu.

«Korza s uckan ykpamieHue Ui TOro, KOTOpoMy CYKIEHO
OBLIIO CTaTh CaMbIM BEJIMKOJICTTHBIM U3 BCEX MOUX 3aJI0B.»

«Korma B mpo3pauHbIX KpbUIbAX, — HPOAOIDKAN OH, — S
YBHJE BEJINYANINYI0 KpacoTy, ¥ OIHY 3a JPYrod yxke Ha-
4pHaJ cOOMpaTh MOMX 4YyleCcHBIX Oabouek... Heoxuganuo, s
CTaj yBJIEKAThCSA BCE CUIIBHEE M CHIIBHEE. ..»

«...51 mociaan MOMX CIyr, 4TOObl OHM HAlUIM M NPHUHECIH
MHE U3 JIeCa BETKH CaMbIX KPACUBBIX JIEPEBHEB.)»

«Tex, uTo MorIM ObI yAEpkaThb, MOTIU OBl SIBUTh BO BCEH
Kpace... caMoe JparolieHHOe MPHOOPETEHIE MOETO 3aMKa.»

111



OH MSTKO KOCHYJICSI TOJIOBOKO KaMEHHOU cTeHbl. Orrymias
B pyKE HEYMEHBIIABINYIOCS TEIUIOTYy CBOE€W paMku... Cro-
KOWCTBUE €€ epeBa.

W on, MeHsABLIMI BBIPAXKEHUS, HA KAKUE-TO HEONPEIEIIEH-
HbIE MTHOBEHHS OCTaBajIcs OECCTPACTHBIM.

«...IlomHt0, 9TO OHM TOTHA MONTO MCKaU moBcroay. Coou-
past BETKH JIaKe Ha CaMbIX OIMYIIKAX JIECa.)»

«IToka onHax/pl, B OIMH BECEHHUI [IEHb, OHU HE BEpPHY-
JHCh, JepKa B PyKax BETKY KaKOTO-TO JEpPeBa, O KOTOPOM
CKa3aJM, YTO HET... HET, OHM HUKOTJA HE BUJAJIU MOA0OHOTO
emy!» ...Ka3zanock, 4T0 OH CHOBa OKMBAJ; HAKIOHUBIIKCH K
CBOEH paMKe, OH Kak Oy/ITO TOXKE CBETHIICS.

«JlepeBbeB OBIIO TaK MHOTO... OJHAKO, TO IEPEBO HE MOXO-
JIUJIO HU HA KaKOE JIPYTOe.»

«Haxonen-to! — BUMMO, OH caM 3acMesjICs CBOMM MBIC-
M. — S ckazan cebe, yTO y MEHsS ObUIO JIepeBO, KyCKU KO-
TOPOro MOIIIM OBl 00pa30BaTh paMKH IS YKpaleHHs MOEH
CTEHBL.»

«...Ha cnenyrommii aeHp s momén BMECTE ¢ HUMHU TyJa,
KyZla OHH OTBEJIH MEHSL...»

Ero maru BO3BpallaJIMCh Ha3aJl K MUHYBIIUM JTHAM. K ne-
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U3BECTHBIM HAIPABJICHUAM, [0 MCUYE3HYBIUUM JIECHBIM TpPO-
IIMHKaM.

Own Havan cMesThCs, CHOBa cam ¢ coboro. [loka He mepe-
CTaJ; BO3MOXHO KaK-TO HEOKHUJAHHO.

((FJ'IYHHBI!» — CKa3aJl OH B I'HCBC, U TOTYAC 3aMOJI4all. Ho
HC CMOT MOJIHOCTbIO YHATH CBOE BO3MYIIICHHUEC. Kax ne cmor
IIPpOrHaTb TO, YTO CTOAJIO IECPECA HUM.

«Ha maneHbkoii MOJISIHKE, B pO30BaTOM CBETE 3apH, CTOSIIO
OJIHO JIMIIb cyXoe JiepeBo! ['Huoe.

Takoe xo01HOE U MpadHoe... XOTs Toraa ObLT pasrap Bec-
HBL...»

«Onn ommobmcs! — q00aBWiI OH OECIENbHO. — DTO OBLIO
He oHO. [lycTh OHO MEIJICHHO MOTPYXaj0 CBOM KOPHH B
3emitio... [IycTh TOpI0 B3bIMANIO CBOE TENIO K HEOy, OHO HE
OBLJIO0... HE MOTJIO OBITH TEM CaMbIM JIEPEBOM.

OHO He MOIVIO OBITH TaM!

S uckannt... Vickan moBCroay ¥ Kpyrom, 4ToObl HAWTH €T0...

...Ho ero uurne "e ObUIO!»

OtyasiHue y)Ke Ha9ajo0 BEIPHCOBBIBATHCS B €TO MTOBIAYKHEB-
X mazax. OHO MeUICHHO NMPOCTYNAJIo Ha €T0 MepecoXInX
ryoax.

(<EJII/IHCTB6HHOC, 9TO MHEC OCTAJIOCh OT TOro ACPCBa, ObL1a

113



oznHa BeTka. OJIHa-eAMHCTBEHHAs BETKa!

Eé xBaTuiio kak pa3 s TOro, 4YT00bI C/IeNaTh OJHY PAMKY.
Ho He 310 Temeps paccTpanBaio MEHs CTONb CHIIBHO; Y MEHS
B pyKax Oblia OHa, Ta camas, JKellaHHas paMka... Ho Hu onHa
0abouka He ObLIa JOCTOMHA OKa3aThCcs BHYTpH He€! S kak
OyaTo CHOBa BO3BPAIIAJICS B HAYAJIO MYTH.»

«...5l cnenan npyrue pamku. Pamku npekpacuenmme. Pamku
00mpIIMX pazMepoB. B HUX s 3akmroun apyrux 6adouek... Hu
O7lHA M3 HUX yX€ He JOJKHA Obla YCKOJb3HYTh OT MEHS...
Hu onna. Ta ke camas omuOka He TOMKHA ObLIa IPOH30UTH
BHOBb. ] MCKaJ BCE HOBBIX U HOBBIX. Bcé GombIiie u GorbIie. ..

PasbickuBas €€, s muiib €€ OHy He HAIIEN. .

Ty, YTO HUKOIrJa HC MMOABUIIACK...»

OH o0epHyscs B €€ CTOPOHY...

«1 Bcerma xpaHun €€ CIpSTaHHOM, — IpOoJIeneTan o, — B
CaMOU BBICOKO# OallTHe MOETO 3aMKa.»

Ero masa 3aTyMaHWINCB...
OHn He Mor pasmiaaeTs e€, Kyga Obl HH cMoTpen. Ho on
3HAJI, YTO OHA HAXOAWJIACH TaM.

«1 xpan Tedsg, — cka3ay oH eif Torma. — ...51 Bcernma kaan
Te0...»

«C camoro Ha4daJja, s oImymala FJ'Iy6OKO BHYTpH C€6$I, 4To
OIHAXBI ThI IIPUJICTULD...»

Ero ronoc 3Byuain yxe ¢ Tpyaom.
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['onoc, koTophIit yracain, HO BCE emié MpoCTHpaJICs, YTOOBI
JOCTHUYD €€.

«OTy paMKy,
s caenan e€ i Te0...»

«...Korma-to ThI cripocuna MeHs 3aueMm, U s He oTBeTHi! S
HE 3HAJL

Ho Teneps 3Hato! Teneps, s noMHIO...»

«ITOT 3aMOK...» — CKa3aJl OH €i...

Ero Teno B3aporunysno.

['maza pactepsHHO UCKAH MOTOJOK.

«...DTOT 3aMOK,

S mocTpown ero s Teds!»
... B310X, KOTOPBIN HAJEsICA,

YTO CMOXET JOCTUYb CBOCTO MPEACa.

« st Te0s...

...HC HpI/IJIGTaBH_Ieﬁ HHKOI'JA...»
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babouka ckmonmna Tr'OJIOBY, CMOTpPSA Ha JHO CTEKJISTHHOM
Ba3kblI.

Koposnb, m3Moxa€HHBIHN, TOAOMIEN K HEH. «S1 JOMKEeH ObITh
CTpaBeIMB K TeOe, — MOCIBIMIAINCH B ONPABIAHUE €TO0
yBsiamue ciopa. — Koraa-To u 1 — gaxe s — COBEPILUII OAHY
om6Oky. C T00010...»

OH B3s1 B pyKy e€ Ba3y. ['omy0as 6abouka onsTh HUYETO HE
cKazaia.

«...CoBepmma omuoOKy, — MpOAOKAT OH 0e3y4acTHO, —
naB Tebe ynmereTh. CoBepmmi OmMOKY, 1aB TeOe MOBEPUTS,
YyTO JJIs1 TeOsI HET MECTa Ha MOEH CTEHE.

...Uto 11 TeOs HET MecTa B MOEM 3aMKe.»

«Ho Teneps ThHI 3HaemIb!» — MEIJICHHO CKa3aj OH, MOYTH
BOCCTAHOBHUB, XOTS ObI OTYACTH, CHJIy CBOETO T0JI0CA...

«...TBO& MecTo — 3TO Bech Moii 3amMok! Most pamka — ontHa
U3 MHOTHUX, KOTOPBIE ThI TaK JIETKO OTBEPIVIA — ATO TBOE HEU3-
OexHOE TIpeHa3HaYeHHE!

A s, s, BcE cmenmaBmmid i Tebs... S, poauBmImMiics ot
TeOs... HE MOT'Y CYILIECTBOBAaTh BIAJIH OT TEOS.

Hacrano Bpemst Te6e BeIOMpaTh. A s, O0bIIe HE MOTY TIO-
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3BOJIUTH TeOE YICTCTD.»

OH BbICOKO TOJHS €€ Ba3y. OHM CTOSIUIH B KAaKOK-TO OarlHe,
B TOM LIEHTPE HEKOETo OOJIBIIIOTO 3aa.

«Bp10upaii sxe, Most MasieHbKasi 6abouKa.»

«Ho BbIOMpail paBUIIbHOY, — MPESYNPEIUI OH €.

«IT0, TBOS MOCIIEAHAS BOSMOXKHOCTb!»

«Becb Moif 3aMOK...
Wnn kpenikue oObATHS MOEH caMOil KpacUBOM paMKu !y

...OH roBOpMII, HO XOTA ero (pasbl 3Bydasid BcE rpoMUe,
OHU TEPSUTUCH BIYCTYIO TIPH TYHOBCHUU BETpa.

[Totomy uto MayeHbkass 0abouka y»Ke JaBHO MOBEPHY-
nachk K Toil pamke... CIIOBHO ycmena 3a0bITh MOJIOAOTO KO-
pOJISL.

«Mmunas ManeHbKas paMKa, — [IeNTajia OHa, 00HaXKast CBOH
paHbl, — HUKTO... HUKTO HE MOJyMaj o TeOe B TOT Yac, Koraa
BBIPE3aJ TeO...»

TEpapiii, Hecrubaemblii OOMUK 3TONW paMKH TallHO Kpy-
KWICA ¥ U3MeHsIcs B €€ MbIcisaX... OH HEHaloAro mpeBpa-
IAJICS B BETKY, B JIepeBO... B 1epeBo, koTopoe oHa Koraa-To
BcTperwiia. Cyxoe WM LBETYIIee — KpacuBEHIIee 13 BCeX —
Ha KaKOW-TO HABEYHO 3aTE€PSIHHOMW JIECHOMU TOJISTHKE.
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«...Bp1Oupaii...» — OHa CIblIaa, KaK mo3ajau yCUiInBaeTcs,
MOJISIIUN ¥ TIOBEIUTENBHBIN, €T0 ToJI0C. ..

...Tomy nepeBy ObL10 Heuero cka3arb. OHO CTOSIIO OHEMEB.

OpHa ero yactuia ocTaBagach 0E3MOJBHOM, BUCS Ha TOU
crere. OnHa ero yactuia. Takas MaJeHbKas U yCTaBIIIasl.

Ecnu 6b1 pamka cama TOTO moXejajga XOTh Ha MTHOBEHHE,
06abouka Morua Obl ykpacuth €€. Ctarh i He€ roryObIM Mo-
peM, OKpyXEHHBIM CaMbIM MPEKpacHbIM, OeckpaitHuM Oepe-
TOM...

Ho ruvero mogoGHOTO HE MOTIIO IPOU3OUTH.

Ona Buzena pamky mnepea coboro. Ta Haxoausnach B €ro
OarmiHe, YK€ CTOJNBKO JIET, CJIOBHO TOXE TEPIIEIUBO JKAaa.
HewusBectHO yero...

«Bp10upaii...» — HaCKOJbKO I'pOMYE pa3IaBajluCh TEMephb
ero ciosa... Ho, yBbl, kakoif yTb UM HYKHO OBIJIO COBEp-
IIUTh, HA YTO ONEPETHCs, YTOOBI JOCTUYB €€.

Hagcerna BmecTe ¢ 31011 paMKOW — Tak MO-TITYIIOMY BMECTE
— KaKas-TO MaJICHbKasi, MaJicHbKas 0a0ouka Haxouia B cee
CHWJIBI JIETaTh, MOMMaHHas B 3anajHio B €€ cepeaune... Ho ta
0abouka, CTONb e MOJYaINBas — HET, OHa HE HYXJalach B
HEH CTOJIb CUJILHO.

...E€ HeBUIMMBIE KPBLIbsi, KOPOJIb HUKOT/Ia HE MOT ObI pa3-
IAAETh... MoxkeT ObITh, OHA ObLIa TaMm, HO €€ Bcerga HeJlo-
CTaBaJIO B €T0 KOJUIEKIMH. BO3MOXKHO, OH CKpbIBaJI €€, Taxe
€CJIM, TIOMUMO COOCTBEHHOW BOJIM, OH YK€ HE MOT IPOJIOJI-
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’kaTh nanbire... Ho ona Obu1a emMHCTBEHHOM 0a00YKOM, CTO-
MBIIICH TOTO, YTOOBI KTO-TO YBHIET €.

«bynpTe CrmoKoiHBL.. — OecuryMHO mooberiana roiayoas
0abouka pamKe u JepeBy... — BbI U 51 OyleM BEYHO XpaHUTh
HAllly TalHY.

U Bce MUpBI, XOTh U CIUIIIKOM MO3HO, OBITH MOXKET, OIILY-
TST, YTO OHHU TTOTEPSUIA HABCET/IA...»

«Bp10upail...» — KpUKHYJI OH TOTJA...

K0 310 roBopun? Kro?

Tot, KTO HE yBaXKUJ €€ MaJICHBKYIO PaMKY!

...KT0 HU pa3y He nonbITascs nMoHATh e€! KTo B3s1 BETKY
CaMoro KpacuBoOro JIEPEBa B JIECY U MIPEBPATHUII €€... CTPEMSICh
YJIIOBUTb BHYTPH HEE CaMy JKU3HB!

...BeTrep HauMHaI CTPYUTHCSA U3HYTPH HEE...

ToT, KT0 KeJ1all 3aKIIIOUCHHA... 1 OJUHOKOTO IOJIETa €€ MeU-
TaHUH.

...Betep pacnmaxuBai Kpbuibs roryooi 6a6ouku, HO €€ ycu-
K{ COCMHSUTUCH, OYITO COTMAIIAINCH APYT C IPYTOM XOTh Ha
OJIHO MIHOBEHHE...

«S1 mpuetena Jyist TeOst, MUJIasi MaJIeHbKas paMKa! — MbIC-
JICHHO TIpOU3HEcIa oHa. — J[yist Te0s1, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE yBa-
1. JIuuis Thl oiHa ObLIa MEHS JOCTOWHA, HO HUKOT/A HU O
4EM HE TIPOCHIIa MEHs!»
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...0TO OBLIT BeTep, NPOHU3BIBABLIMN BeTep... [[poHI3bIBAB-
MU CTEKJISTHHbIE CTEHKH, CTEHBI 3aJ1a, U KPEIOCTHBIE CTEHBI
3aMKa.

OObenuHSBIINI BCE KHUBbIE CYIIECTBA, TOCTUTasi OAMHOKO-
IO JIEpeBa, Ha KAKOM-TO CKPBITOM JIECHOW NOJISHE, U U3MEHSB-
MK TEYEHUE PEKHU, IPUBJIEKAs €r0 — JAXE €ro... — OIU3KO K
HEW.

Jlep>kaBUIMi IUPOKO pacIaxHYThIMU €€ MaJIeHbKUE, HEBE-
COMBIE KPBUIBIILIKH.

ConHIle mepenuBagOCh B HUX BCEMH IIBETAMU DPAIyTH.
LiBeramu mycToro Heba... E€ Mmupy Obut0 Hewero ckaszatb. Ho
HACTaJIo BpeMs Ui He€, OKa3aTh ATOMY KOPOIIO MOCIIEAHIO0
MHJIOCTb...

[TosTomy oHa 00epHyach B €ro CTOPOHY.

OH crosin, msaas Ha He€. Hebo 1 Mope, cliuBammch U Teps-
JIMCh, B OTHOM B3Maxe €€ KpblIbeB... beckpaiiHue jieca CKpbl-
BJIUCh, B OJJHOM €€ MOJTYaHUH...

A eMmy, romamu >kKaxIaBLIEMY OJHOTIO-€IMHCTBEHHOIO €&
OTBETA, OJIWH JIUIIb MUT OCTaBAJICS, YTOOBI OOPECTH €TO.

«MHe oYeHb jKallb...» — CKa3aja OHA U OTBela MoJajblie
OT HEro CBOM IeYaslbHbIE IV1a3a.
[Touemy?
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«MHe Xalb...»

...OcraBaJjcst OMH JUIIb MUT!

Bcé Haxomwiioch OT HEro, Ha PacCTOSHUM OJHOTO-CAMH-
CTBEHHOI'O0 MUTA.

«Ho sTa paMka, KOTOPYO ThI CIEIIaJ AJIS MEHS,
Huxorna He CKy€T CBOM KpbLIbs —

A sTOT —
DTOT 3aMOK, KOTOPBIH ThI KOTJIAa-TO OCTPOUII,

Tonbko TeOst cMOT 3aKIIOUNUTH HABEKH. )

MuMONETHBIN cMeX, MOCIbILANCcS B ToM 3aie. W, nepenas
B BOILIb, Pa3HECCS MOBCIOMY, KPY»KAch B KOPHIOPAX €TO 3aMKa.

Bomuib, koTopbIid, 0OfHAKO, HE HAOMHUHAJ JIECHOE CYIIe-
CTBO...

...ITouTH OTHOBPEMEHHO CTEKIISTHHAS Ba3a pa30MiIach BApe-
0e3ru, B CBEpKAOLICH TUIIMHE HETIOAXOSIICH PaMKH...

be3 npuyuHbl ¥ 0e3 Medyaad, BMECTE C MAJICHbKUM Tellb-
neM 0ab04kH, pa30oUThIE OCKOJKH OECHOMOIIHO Majaid Ha
I0J1...
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O

OH nepxkai e€ B cBoUX JafioHAX. Kak aparoueHHyro qoxie-
BYIO BOJLY.

...He xenas, ogHako, Hu karmm e€... OH XoTen TaM, Janee,
BE€3JI¢, OT BCEX M OT BCETO 3aAIIUTHUTH €.
YrtoOBl HUKTO, HUKOT/IA... HUKOT/Ia HE JOTPOHYJICS 10 HeE.

Marnenbkas 6a00uka CMOTpEsa Ha CBOU pa30pBaHHBIE KPBbI-
JIBAL....

Takx MHOTO OCKOJIKOB yaapuiiochk o HuX. Ho, uTd ObI OHa HH
omryIana, €€ 4yBcTBO He ObLI0 ropeM. ToabKo O€3I0HHOE U
Oe3pazaenbHoe MondaHue... OHako, e€ MaJeHbKas paMKa u
e€ CTEeKJITHHAs Ba3a Tenepb pa3omnuck. U koposnb ObLI Tenephb
PSIZIOM C HEIO0, HE TOBOPS HU CJIOBA.

OH mpocTO CcTOST Ha KOJEHAX U Jepxan e€. [epxan e€ B
pyKax, 3a)KMYpHB I1a3a. MpICiu CTEPIKCH, 1a0bl HE CIpaIIH-
BaJIM, YTO OH CJeNall.

YT00BI HE CIPANIABAIIH, KAK OH MOT...

«...IIpocu y MeHs BCE, 4TO XOYelllb...» — JIMILIb CKa3aJl OH
ei.
«Bcg, 94T0 X04YeIIb...» — 1 3BYKH YMOJIKJIH B OOJIBIIIOM 3aJI€.

Ona nponosrkana 6e3MOJICTBOBATh.

...3BYKH, MIOXOXKME HA 3aMUPAIOLIIH, YIAISAIOUIMNACS TYIL...

[To mpaBae cka3arh, OHA HUYETO HE *kenana. A 3TH KPbUIbS,
Crpocuiia oHa ce0si, oYeMy e OHa TaK XOTeJsa UX KOorjna-1o?
...Ho xoponb Bcé emé He Mor... 1 Bc€ emé oxunan, Kakoro-To
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OTBETA OT HEE.

Ona BcioMHMIIa 0iMHOYECTBO. CBOM JIHU — JHU HECKOHYA-
€MbI€ — B CTEKJISIHHOM Ba3e. BcrioMHMIIa CBOM ITPEKHUE TOITY-
Oble KpbUIbA... Te, 4To KOTna-To yaepsKUBaIH CONHIIE.

Ona BCIOMHMJIA M KOPOJISA, KaAK OH BIEpBbIE Hadal CBOU
Iy Th.

«...Ecnm Ob1 1 mompocuina Tedst yOuTh MeHs... — 3a/1a71ach
OHa He3HaYaIllM BOTIPOCOM, — ThI OBI 3TO c/enman?y»

On 611 otpsicén! Ero Temno onars B3IpOTHYIO, KaK U Mpe-
KIE.
«Her... — orBeTmi on ucnyranno. — Hukorga...»

Manenbkast 6abouka HEHAJI0NITO 3aKphLia I1a3a.

«Kaxk crpanHo... — OecuenbHo mpormrentaia oHa. — ...I1o-
TOMY YTO ThI CIIEJIAJT 3TO, MHOTO JIET Ha3a...»

«Yxomam», — cKaszaja OHa eMy TOT/a.

«OcTaBb CBOM 3AMOK U YXOJIU CO MHOM...»

Beut sgcHEI... 033a00THBINA IEHE. ..

Koponb mocmoTpen el riyooko B mia3a. Kto 3HaeT, 4to Xo-
TEJ OH B HUX HalTu... «Het, — nonpocui on e€. — He mpocu
MeHsI 00 3TOM, TOMMHU MEHS...»

«3ITOT 3AMOK — BCSI MOSI JKU3Hb...»

Omna naxnonuna ronoBy. Her, HeT, oHa HE XOTela HUYEro
CKa3aTh. «...JTOT 3AMOK CKpBIBAET B ceOC CMEPTh», — CKIIO-
HUBILKUCH, IPOU3HECHA OHA.

«TpI MOXEIIb BEYHO OTPULATh U HE BUAETH 3TOrO... HO ThI
0CO3HaEIIb, YTO BHYTPH HETO HUKOTJIA HE Y3HACIIIb JKU3Hb.»
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...OH ocTaBajicsl TaM; HEMOM, CTOJIb HEMOW U HAJI0JITO 3a-
ObIThI... HemonBmkHas1, He3Havamas Gurypa B mycToM 3ale.

A 3arem OH MeAJIeHHO MOIHsUICS... OCTOPOXKHO Jepxka Ja-
noHu BMecTe. HampaBuiicst k otkpeiToMy okHy. K aTomy He-
U3MEHHOMY Kpato cBoeii Oamrnu. [loka He 0CTaHOBHWJICS Y IITH-
POKOTO TMOJOKOHHUKA.

Han kpacuBbIMH, MAHSIIIMMHU [IBETAMH CBOETO 3AMKa.

«ITogoxxmm MeHs», — CKa3aj OH ell.

«[logoxxau MeHs Ha KPEermoCTHBIX CTEHAX, U S IPUAY... Thl
MOJKEIIIb...»

«Mookelb elé J1eTaThb?»

...OHa BHOBB 00epHYIIach, 4TOOBI TOCMOTPETH HA HETO.
«/laBan ynném BmecTe, — nonpocuiia oHa ero. — f ycra-
aa...»

«Ilepen Tem Kak MPUUTH...»
«MHe Hy>KHO B3SITh C CO00ii, KOe-4TO HAMOCIIEIOK.»

On obozpsrolie KUBHYI €H...

IIpoTsiHyn pyKH B IIyCTOTY.

«..Mmunas MajgeHbpkas 0a004Ka...»
«Jletn.»

«.Jetn...»
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Kaxxnoe nBrkeHue, IPUYMHSIIO i TaKyio 00Jb...

Kornma oHa MemieHHO TepeBUraaach mo Kpasm ero rnajb-
neB. M xorna ¢ TpyioM NomHsIIaCh BHYTPU HUX. Kpbuibst, mpe-
JaBIIAECS AbIXaHUIO BeTpa... OcTaBiss 03aau ce0s CMBIKaB-
IIHECS TaJbIIBL..

Kotopeie, B TO BpeMsi Kak OHa ylieTana, yAepKUBaIH OHO
JIUIIb HEDO.

...OH Heroaro cmoTpen Ha He€. CIIOKOWHO BEPHYJICSA BHYTPb
CBOETO OOMBIIOTO 3aa...

OmuH pa3 06Bén ero B3rmsaoM. Emé onun pas.

[lepen Tem Kak CHATH CO CTEHBI MEPBBIM MomaBIuiics Qa-
kel Ilepen TeM Kak MOJOMTH K OTBEPCTHIO B TIOIY.

W nepen Tem Kak, U/ O cleJaM CBOMX CTYIEHEK, ObICTPO
MCUYE3HYTh HA HIDKHUX 3TaXaX.

...OHaKo, HAa HUX OH TOXE€ He 3aaepxkuBaicsa. HecMmorps
Ha TO YTO JOJITUMHU JHAMH, IPOBEIEHHBIMU TaM, OH 3a0bIBa,
KaK IPOXOJUT BpeMsl. Ternepb OH yCKOPSUI Iar | IIPOCTO Mpo-
XOIUJI MUMO.

OH 3ax€r oiuH AULIb (aKen Ha BCEM CBOEM ITyTH.

OH OTKpbIBaJ TSHKENBIE JKENE3HBIE TBEPH, OcBemas ux da-
KEJIbHBIM OTHEM. Paznuuan y3kue CTyNeHbKHU, MPOCHINaBIIU-
€csl OfIHA 32 JPYTOu.

IToka He KOCHYJCS 3a0pOLICHHBIX TITyOMH CBOETO 3aMKa...
['myOuH, KOTOpHIE JTHIITb ThMa JOCTHTala U HaKphIBaa.

...Y3peBasi B KOJICOMIOIIEMCS, TyCKJIOM CBEYEHHUH (aKena...

CTOJb BENMKYIO CHITY, CKPBITYIO CTOJb HAJEKHO, VI Cpa-
KEHUH, KOTOPbIE TaK HUKOTJ]A U HE COCTOSUIUCH...
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...BpeMeHI/I OBLIO MaJIo, HO KasaJIoCb, YTO IPOHIJIO YXKC
MHOTO0. CIIOBHO I[IPOTCKAaBIICC BpCM:IL OBLIO KaKUM-TO MHBIM.
I[BI/I)KeHI/ISI 6I>ICTpI:Ie, INOKa3aBIIMECI MCAJICHHBIMU.

OHB HOCHGI[HPIIZ pa3 OINIAHYJICA HA3al...
B HOCJ'IGI[HI/II\/'I pa3 Ha MUT' OCTaAHOBHJICA...

W nHactan yac, Korja oH A0JIKEH ObLT YHTH.

...Bpems npoxoauio...
Bpems mpoxoauio, a OH He MOSBIISICS. .

Ona MATKO OMyCTHJIACh HA BEPXYIIKY KPETIOCTHON CTEHBI.
XOTs paHbIlLIE TyMaa, YTO HE CMOXKET JIOJIETETh 10 HEE.

OcraBanach HEMOABHKHOM, €[Ba JIBIIIIA.

A 3atem 00epHyach, YTOOBI B3MISHYTh HA 3AMOK.

[lepen HEto, BO3BHIMIANACH €ro Oombinas OamrHs... Herpu-
CTyIHas, OHA C/IaBajiach COJTHEYHOMY CBETY.
VY e€ mogHOXHA — BOPOTA M €T0 IPArOICHHBIC CaIbl.

...babouka oxmmanma, 4TO OH IMOSBUTCS B ITHX BOPOTaXx.
XKnana, yTo YBUIUT €ro TAE-TO B ATUX CajaX... YBUIUT, Kak
on uner Bnepén. Kak nmepecekaer ux. OHa BCcMOTpenach 1mo-
ayuie. [Ipogomxkana cMOTpeTh HEMTPEPHIBHO.

Ho Bpemst mpoxoauio...
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...OHa nymana, 4to oH HaUAET JOPOry, BEAYIIYIO K HEW. ..

Ho Bpems npomuwro. IIpocro mpormio.
A OH He IpUXOANIL.

...l Tornma oHa yBHeNa ee 3aMETHOE J[BIKCHHE B 3aMKE.
Korna yxe He *%n1ana, 4To OH nmosaBuTcs onath. OH CHOBA CIIO-
KOWHO CTOsIT Ha CBOEM MPUBBIYHOM MecTe. HeBbipasurenbHas,
paBHOAYIIHAS PUTYPA... HIMEBIIAs BCE.

HetponyTas... HekoneObumas ¢urypa; 3a0piBaBmas BCE...

Hagepxy, B camoii 60:b1110i4, camoit TF00UMOii OariHe.
HeBo3MyTHMBIIT — MPSIMO TIepel OTKPHITBIM OKHOM.

...OH CJIOBHO TJIsi/IeN B €€ CTOPOHY, @ OHA IIsiIeNa Ha HETo...

E I

...OHa s obparuiia 1asa u Telo B CTOpoHy Jjeca. OHa
HE X0Teja HUYETO OOJIbIIE BULETD.
He xotena vu 0 uém qymars, Kpome Jieca...

Jleca, npoctupasuierocs nepes Hero... Kak toraa, korna oH
yKpacui e€ spkuMHu 1BeTaMu. V1 roBopuit, 4ToOBI OHa yieTana
naneko... Y He€ emé ObUTH, TaXe Ternepb, €€ MaJleHbKHE KPbI-
1bs. B camoM ziene, pa3Be OHU HE ObLIM €JMHCTBEHHBIM, YETO
OHa KOIJa-To XoTena?
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...JTo3anu HEE...
...OHa mocmotpena ynmei0asch Ha 00JaKa, 4TO HaJ HEIO
CKOJIB3HJIH U YTITBIBAIH. .

..Jlo3agu He€, e€ ManeHbKas paMKa pasjereiach Ha
KYCKH...

Ona npomuta CKBO3b MHUp KOPOJIsl, HO OH He oBiazen ero. Hu
pasy He yJI0BMB HHYbUX KPBUIBEB, OHA HABCETA NIPOCHAIA U
nponana...

DTOT 3aMOK Haxoauics no3aau He€. ToT, 4To mpu3BaH ObLT
CTaTh 0€3BBIXOJHOM TIOPHMOI.
A oH...

Koropslit xoten pasnenuts ero ¢ Hew. Kotopslil ¢ camo-
r0 HayaJla HONIBITAICS KPENKO OIyTaTb €€ CBOUMH OKOBa-
mu... Her!

Kotopsiii He npeanoxun eil... OH, KOTOPbII HUKOT/IA HE Y3-
HaJl, ¥ He MIPEAJTIOXKUI el Huuero, kpome 00iu u cmeptu. Her.

Ona B HOCJICI[HI/Iﬁ pa3 OIVIAIHYJIAChb Ha3al.
B HOCJ'IGI[HI/Iﬁ pa3 Ha MUI' OCTAHOBUWJIACh...

JI€rkuii necHoil Betepok Hacturan e€. Ho oHa He Moria
HANTH — KaKo¥ CMBICH ONATh TePNETh... OHa CHOBA pacKpbuIia
CBOU MaJICHbKUE KPBUIBAL...

U npocto BepHynack Ha Teno Heda.
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...OHa HaxoaUIach HaJl €r0 MBIITHBIMA CaJaMH,

U Bocnapsina Hag MopsmH ero a3, Korga npousomeén
B3pbIB...

Korza ero 3amok; MOXeT ObITh, 1 BECH JIEC; COTPACCS JI0
OCHOBAHHSI.

Y10 ke 3T0, TAKOE MAJICHBKOE, H3MEHHJIOCH?

...KT0 OBI MOT TIOHSTE, YTO UMEHHO?

CnoBHO yXe HUKaKas Chjia He MOIJIa yAEpKaTh... IPOTHUB-
IIKE CTeHBI; KOT/Ia OHA YBHJIENa, KaK ero caMas BbICOKas Oar-
HS OCEJaeT BHU3...

MenneHHo pacKajbIBaeTCs MO HEU3BECTHOM MPUUKHE.

| OTKPBITOC OKHO ITaJAa€T, BMCCTC C HUM, OCTABIIUMCA B
€ro cepeauue...

Korga — noutn ogHOBpEMEHHO — OHA OILYTHJIA, KaK Topsi-
yuii BeTep ObET €€ Temnbile. Kak kpemnko o0BUBaeT e€ paHeHbIe
KPBLIBSL...
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U yBnekaer e€, B He BBIPAKCHHBIN BO BPEMEHHU MUT OTBEP-
xeHus, Jlanexo...

...3a TIpeIeIibl CaJIoB.
... cTeH ero 3amka.

...3a TIpeJieIibl KOHIIA.
..M Hayana ero mupa...
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Ceiiyac yTpo, U COJHIE, KaPKOE, OMBIBAET CBETOM SIPKO-
3en€HbIN Jec. [[BeTsl caMbIX pa3sHBIX OTTEHKOB PacLBETAIOT
cpeny KyCTOB U TIBIIIHOM JIMCTBBI, MEXK TEM KakK BETEp elle
OLIYTUMO IIPOJIETAET MUMO, YCIIaXJasi TEHU JCPEBHEB.

Ha maneHbKoii NOJITHKE ToyOble LIBETHI — KaK 03€pLa Ipo-
XJ1a/ibl — PAcCenuBarOT BOKPYT ce0sl IPO3pauHbIe apOMAThl.

...Bcxope, 3emii ycTymaeT MeCTO MelepaM U CKallaM,
B3IBIMAIOIIMMCS BCE BBIIIE, MIPEXKIE YEM Y3pEThb €UI€ OfHY
nonuHy. Takue e IBETHI U TaKas XKe IpeBecHas JIMCTBA, I10-
OyX1aeMble HEOObSCHUMBIM BJIEUCHUEM, BHOBb JABMXXYTCS K
HEMIOCTOSSHHOMY TOPHU30HTY.

Kakas-To peka T€4€T ¢ HEM3MEHHBIM PUTMOM, CIEHYS IO
KaKOMY-TO IyTH, KOTOPOTO OHAa HUKOT/IA HE y3HAET.

Ho Bpamu... Bnanu 3a pekoil u 3a nojisiHaMu, B yIAIEHHON
CEp/LIEBUHE JIeCa...

Bnamu ot npeBecHBIX MOpE, YTHUXIIUX B OE3MATEKHOCTH
KaKOT0-TO XOJIMa, Ka)KETCS, CIOBHO 4YTO-TO HM3MEHHIIOCH B

NPEABIAYLIUN JCHb.

135



HLIJ'IL, BHC3AIIHO MMOAHABIIAACA TaM, MAT'KO BCPHYJIACh Ha
3EMJII0, TZIC pOANJIACE. CHoBa MCIJICHHO OTKPbIBAsA KPCIIOCT-
HBI€ CTCHBI, KOTOPBIC CTOAT 0e3 CMBICJIa, HAIIOMHUHAsA O OBLIOM...

Hepe;[ TCM KaK UCYC3HYTh C TCHCHUEM BPCMCHU.

34MKa, KOT/1a-TO BO3BBIIIABIICTOCS CPEIU HUX, OONbINE HE
BUaTh. UTO 32 UTpa, MPOTHBHAS 3[PaBOMY CMBICIY, TOTOMH-
na ero?

OnHoBpeMeHHO siBIsAs 00pa3bl pacnana; Hutu tymana, uc-
XOJIAIINE OT 3aTYXAIOIIMX OTHEH. .. VI3Ha9aIbHO COXpaHUBIITHX
B CBOEM THOKOM TeJie pa3BaJMHBI MOKOEB, OOJIOMKH PaMOK U
OCTaHKH KPBLIbEB.

HaxpenuBmuecs: cpeau HEOObIUAHOM CBEKECTH IIBETOB,
BOCIIOMHHAHH O OalllHe, ObIBIINE HEKOT/IA €IUHBIMHU.

...l KaMHH TaKx)ke CKaTHIKCh B HEYBsIaeMble cabl... Capl,
KOTOpbIE, YBbI, HABEPHO HUKOTA 00JIee HE 3aIBETYT.

Tex 6abouek, 4TO 3aMOIHANU UX, OOJNbIIE HE CYHIECTBYET.
Bce onu ObLM 1asieko 0TOpOIICHBI B MHT B3pbiBa. HekoTopbie
U3 HUX, TOCIIEIYIOT 32 MOPBIBAMH BETpa; XOTSA MX KPBUIbS
KOTZIa-TO YKPACHJIM 3TOT 3aMOK, OHH 3a0yayTcs B Jjiecy... Kak
KOTJIa-TO JIETKO 3a0BIIH JIeC, YTOOBI OCTATHCS B 3AMKE.

A HEKOTOpbIC BEPHYTCS JI0 HACTYIUICHUS Bedepa. BHOBB,
KaK M IPEeXe, JKeas OThICKAaTh TO, YTO, KaK HU CTPAaHHO, HH-
KOI/Ia He ObLIO HaiICHO.

Jlo Tex mop moka omHaxIsl He MpuAET BecHa... KoTtopas
paccTeneT Ha MOBEPXHOCTU 3eMJIM CBOM HETPOHYTHIN, BHOBb
COTKaHHBIH KOBEp... U Toraa BemuibiBYT uHble 00pasbl. [lepen
TEM KaK CTEpPETHCS U3 TTaMSTH.
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...JIMIIb Of1HA... 0JTHA MaJICHbKas 0a00YKa, BCE e 0CTaNIach.

['me-to Tam; mocpeau ero BHEIIHUX CTEeH. Takas MalieHb-
Kas... el Heyero aenarb TaMm. [loscrony 3amycrenue. Tonbko
IIBIM. ..

Ei1 Heuero cka3ars... [loBciony Monyanue.

...OHa TOJIBKO JeTaceT.
Jleraet a1t MEPTBOTO KOPOJISL...

[Ipo3pavHbie TONOCKHA CBHCAIOT ¢ €€ M30PBAHHBIX MEUTa-
HUH.
Ho naxe Tak, oHu ObUTH
U Bcerna OymyT Teruiee
...ueM Téruias ronyousHa Heba.

...JIto00ii MX 1BeT TITyoKe. ..

94eM ITyOOKHH IIBET
OKCaHOB.
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ITo3nno...
W npouuiu yxe ThICSYH JIET.

...HukTO HE y3HaII, 4TO CTaNo ¢ MaNeHbKOHU royooi 6abou-
Koii... [IpocTo, Kak TOBOPUIIN HEKOTOPHIE, OHA yMepIIa B ClIe-
AYIOLIYIO 3UMYy.

Jlpyrue roBOpUiIH, 9TO OHA BEYHO JKMBET Ha MOJAHAX C TO-
JTyOBIMH IIBETaMH HJIM JIO CHX TIOp €IIE JIETKO MOPXaeT HaJ
IBETYIIMMH COJTHI[AMH... TPEThH jke YTBEPIKAAIH, YTO KTO-TO
youn e€ yxe naBHo. bynTo oHu Buaenu, 4To e€ KpbUlbs yKpa-
IIAI0T CaMyI0 HEOOBIYHYIO PAMKY B YbEM-TO JIOME...

Ho >TiM mocneiHuM, 51 HUKaK He MOTY TTOBEPHUTb.

Hexotopsie, mocie 6onee mIyOOKUX pa3iyMuil, U MOTOMY
IpETeH/Iysl Ha TIPaBIMBOCTb, TOBOPST, YTO OHA yracia, HO e€
KPBUThsI Iy TEMIECTBYIOT MO BETPY; MBITASICh HAWTH TEJIO, KOTO-
poe Kora-HuOyIb CAeIaeT UX CBOMMH.

Hakoner, kTo-TO cKa3an o romay0oii 6abouke, 94T0 OHA HE
TIOMEPKJIA, a JIMIIb MSITKO OMYCTHIACh Ha BETBU OJHOTO CTa-
poro nepesa... nu 4To oHa KakuM-TO 00pa3oM BHOBB CILIENA
CBOM KOKOH, U BO3MO)XHO OTHAXIbI POJMUTCS, YTOOBI Ha4aTh
BCE CHayaJa.

.51 yxe He 3Ha10. MoeT ObITh, BCE OHU MPaBBl. A MOXKET

141



OBITh, IPOCTO BCE HETIPABBI.

Tewm He MeHee, 51 {yMaro, 4TO JI0 CHX I10p HEMHOYKKO TIOMHIO,
KaK Ta MajieHbkasi 6abouka OflHaX bl BCIIOPXHYya... [IycTs 5
HUYET0 HE yMell CKas3arhb 0 €€ pokaeHuH. I1ycTs He coxpaHu
nozipoOHOCTEN 0 Jiece, B KOTOpBIN OHa 3a0pena. PaBHO kak u
TOYHOE UM$I 3d4MKa, KOTOPBIif OHA pa3pylInIa.

...Ho ecnu kTo-HMOYIH TOBOPHT, YTO BCE ATO OBLIIO YUCTON
CIly4allHOCTBIO, TO U s BCIIOMHHAK O 4€M-TO, YTO JOJKHO
OBLJIO MPOU30MTH.

U X0T4 51 3HAK0, UTO HUKOMY M3 Bac HET JieJia — KpoMe, OBITh
MOJKET, KaKHX-HHOYIIb KOpOJIeil — e€ HOBOE MOSBICHUE — ITO,
CKa)kKeM TaK, BOIIPOC BPEMEHH.

I'ne ObI BBI HU 3aXOTENH. ..

JIn6o Ha KaKOM-TO CTapoM JiepeBe B jecy. JInbo — s Haze-
I0Ch — Cpely KaKuX-HUOYIb KYKOJIOK, KOTOPBIE peIar CTaTh
0aboukamu...

Korza ObI BBl HU 3aXOTEIIH.
Jo tex mop...

Jlo Tex mop 1moka Mbl HE pa30pBEM, Halll OyMaKHbIH
KOKOH...

CIoOKOMHON HOYM.
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...CO CTPaHHIL
KaKOM-TO HECYILECTBYIOIIEH KHUTH. ..
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